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Camp New Providence 

Synopsis 
Camp New Providence was a large Revolutionary War Continental Army and militia 

encampment located on Providence Road, highway NC16, where it crosses Six Mile Creek. Its 

importance is evident from facts: 

¶ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǘǊƻƻǇǎ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ /ƻǊƴǿŀƭƭƛǎΩǎ ŀǊƳȅ evacuated Charlotte, 

North Carolina. 

¶ It was the most forward fixed American military base opposing the British Army 

encampment at Winnsboro, South Carolina, during OctoberςDecember 1780. 

¶ At least 1300 soldiers encamped there for 2 months. These included Brigadier General 

²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ 5ŀǾƛŘǎƻƴΩǎ bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ ό{ŀƭƛǎōǳǊȅύ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ aƛƭƛǘƛŀΣ /ƻƭƻƴŜƭ WƻƘƴ 

tŀƛǎƭŜȅΩǎ DǳƛƭŦƻǊŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ aƛƭƛǘƛŀΣ .ǊƛƎŀŘƛŜǊ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ aƻǊƎŀƴΩǎ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ǊƛŦƭŜƳŜƴ 

and Continental Army Light Infantry companies, and Lieutenant Colonel William 

²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ оrd Continental Light Cavalry, all under Major General William Smallwood. 

For 5 days, the camp had as many as 2600 soldiers. Of these, about 1400 were 

Maryland, Delaware, and Virginia Continental soldiers. About 1200 were North Carolina 

and Virginia militiamen. During those 5 days, Camp New Providence was headquarters 

of the Continental Army Southern Department. It always had more soldiers than at 

Charlotte. These troop strengths are computed in this document using a detailed troop 

deployment, movement, and strength timeline. 

¶ Many general officers were at this camp. They included: Horatio Gates, William 

Smallwood, Isaac Huger, Daniel Morgan, William Davidson, Edward Stevens, and John 

Butler. For two weeks, Nathanael Greene commanded from nearby Charlotte. Other 

high-ranking or notable officers at the camp included: Abraham Buford, Otho Holland 

Williams, John Eager Howard, William Richardson Davie, Thaddeus Kosciuszko, William 

Washington, Anthony White, Charles Armand, and Robert Kirkwood. 

¶ Its position: 

o was close to rich farms in the Waxhaws that provided forage supplies and 

desperately needed provisions. 

o was close to South Carolina, and thus allowed Americans to project several 

strong military excursions into South Carolina including the well-known raid that 
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ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘ wǳƎŜƭŜȅΩǎ CƻǊǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ǇƛƴŜ ƭƻƎ ŘƛǎƎǳƛǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ŎŀƴƴƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƻ-called 

άvǳŀƪŜǊ ŎŀƴƴƻƴΦέ 

o was linked to Charlotte where supplies were stored and a hospital existed. 

o supported and raised the spirits of local Mecklenburg Whigs who assembled in 

large numbers to resist the strong British Army. 

o is evident from at least 5 contemporaneous officer papers and at least 8 soldier 

pension applications. An 1872 map marks its location as seen and remembered 

ōȅ ŀ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƳŀǇ shows a burial ground that is now obliterated. 

o was a candidate for Continental Army winter camp, but rejected in favor of 

Charlotte. 

¶ Contemporaneous sources describe soldier hardships and wretched privations that 

were suffered with fortitude. Many soldiers were barefooted. 

¶ In a 25 November 1780 meeting, American high-ranking officers formulated the 

creative, and ultimately successful, divided-ŀǊƳȅ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ /ƻǊƴǿŀƭƭƛǎΩǎ 

threat to overrun both Carolinas. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ŎŀƳǇΩǎ ŘǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǇŀƴƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ōŜǘǿeen two significant battles. It began as a 

result of Kings Mountain and ended with the strategic redeployment that resulted in 

Cowpens. 

¶ 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀƳǇΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǎƛȊŜΣ ŘǳǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀǎǘ ƻŦ ŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎΣ ƛǘǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ Ƙŀǎ 

been overlooked by published history. This omission is both curious and unfortunate. 

¶ Troop movements to and from Camp New Providence are shown on world wide web 

interactive map 

http://www .elehistory.com/amrev/SitesEventsTroopMovements.htm?start=1780-10-

20. 

¶ In 2009, an application for a North Carolina historical marker was submitted and 

approved. 

Timeline Format and Citations  

This document follows a strict timeline. That format describes the circumstance when a leader 

made an important decision or took decisive action. The reader can appreciate the drama of 

ǳƴŦƻƭŘƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜΦ 

History is best appreciated when expressed by actual participants. This document frequently 

quotes these participants. To assist further research, citations are embedded in the text and 

appear in the form (author year written, series:volume:page) or some appropriate variation. For 

example, a quote within a reference is cited as (person quoted year quoted in author 

year published, series:volume:page). This technique helps evaluate authenticity and, with 

careful text analysis, often uncovers precise time and place information. For these reasons, a 

citation is more informative than an indirect footnote. Overall, embedded citations efficiently 

guide the researcher to the best information available with a minimum of effort. A bibliography 

of all sources, articleǎΣ ŀƴŘ ōƻƻƪǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΦ tƭŀŎŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ 

http://www.elehistory.com/amrev/SitesEventsTroopMovements.htm?start=1780-10-20
http://www.elehistory.com/amrev/SitesEventsTroopMovements.htm?start=1780-10-20
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rank are specified contemporaneous with the event described. For example, Charlestown was 

the contemporaneous name of present-day Charleston. 

This timeline format with embedded citations creates a working document from which 

conjectured scenarios can be tested and into which new evidence can be inserted. 

Veteran Pension Applications  

On 7 June 1832, United States Congress passed a law awarding pensions to all living 

Revolutionary War veterans. Each applying veteran testified in court about his service, including 

details about time, place, battles, officers, units, commissions, and discharges. Collaborating 

witnesses testified. Excerpts from these applications appear throughout this document. 

,ÁÔÅ ÓÕÍÍÅÒ ρχψπȟ #ÏÒÎ×ÁÌÌÉÓȭÓ ÁÒÍÙȟ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ 
In 1780, the American Revolutionary War was over 5 years old. Since 1775, in the South, 

patriots, called Whigs, had controlled the governments in almost all towns and state 

governments. They required all residents to sign oaths of allegiance. New state government 

constitutions were in effect. State legislatures and governors held office. Those residents who 

wish to remain loyal to the British royal government could not hold public office or expect the 

Whig governments to protect them. Deep resentments simmered for 5 years and exploded 

when the British Army invaded the South. In 1778, the British captured Savannah, Georgia. On 

12 May 1780, after a 6-week siege, they captured Charlestown, South Carolina. All North 

Carolina and South Carolina Continental Army regiments were captured and removed from the 

war. The British Army, under the command of Lieutenant General Charles Lord Cornwallis, 

immediately extended its control into the Carolina upcountry, establishing strong forts at 

Augusta, Ninety Six, Camden, and Georgetown. The British strategy was to encourage local 

loyalists to rise up, fight the Whigs, and reestablish loyal governments. 

 
Lieutenant General Charles Cornwallis 

Painted by Thomas Gainsborough, 1783, 

National Portrait Gallery, London. 
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To counter the advancing British Army, the Americans sent a large army under Major General 

Horatio Gates towards Camden. Unfortunately for the Americans, Cornwallis defeated this large 

army on 16 August. 

 
Major General Horatio Gates 

Painted by Charles Willson Peale, 1782. 

Those American soldiers who escaped death or capture reassembled at Hillsborough, North 

Carolina. Those included Gates with about 800 Continental soldiers plus at least 72 American 

prisoners recaptured by Marion and Horry (Seymour 1780 in Seymour 1883, 289). At 

Hillsborough, Gates attempted to reestablish a respectable army by recruitment and 

reorganization. Three light infantry companies were formed by selecting the most swift and 

agile young men from the regular units. Captain Brooks commanded the Maryland company, 

Captain Robert Kirkwood, the Delaware company, and Captain Bruin, the Virginia company 

(Seymour 1780 in Seymour 1883, 290). Lieutenant Colonel John Eager Howard took command of 

this light infantry regiment. 

Late September, Cornwallis in Charlotte  

In September, Cornwallis advanced towards Charlotte, North Carolina, capturing it on 

26 September (W. L. Anderson 2008a). The American militiamen withdrew as the British 

advanced. About 500 militiamen of the Salisbury District militia under Brigadier General William 

Davidson were posted at Rocky River on Salisbury Road, present-day highway US29 near Lowes 

Motor Speedway. On 27 September, Brigadier General Jethro Sumner with about 

800 IƛƭƭǎōƻǊƻǳƎƘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƳƛƭƛǘƛŀƳŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ {ŀƭƛǎōǳǊȅΦ CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳŜƴΣ /ƻƭƻƴŜƭ WƻƘƴ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΩǎ 

regiment from Granville County was detached to Colonel William Richardson Davie, who with 

300 cavalrymen moved back towards Charlotte (Davie 1810 in Robinson 1976, 26). The next day, 

Sumner forded Yadkin River at Trading Ford and encamped on the east side. On 30 September, 

Major General Horatio Gates in Hillsborough ordered Sumner to prevent a British advance 

beyond the Yadkin River (Gates 1780 in NCSR 1895, XIV:778). 
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William Richardson Davie 

Patriot Officer. North Carolina Governor 1798ς1799. Special envoy to France 1799ς1800. 

Buried in Waxhaw Presbyterian Church cemetery. 

Painted by John VanderLyn in Paris, France, 1800. 

Early October, Davidson at Rocky River  

On 2 October, Gates ordered Major General William Smallwood to rush reinforcements to 

Brigadier General Jethro Sumner at Trading Ford (Nelson 1976, 246). 

Colonel Thomas Sumter had been at Hillsborough conferring with South Carolina Governor John 

Rutledge. On 6 October, Rutledge promoted Sumter to brigadier general. 

In early October, Cornwallis planned an attack further into North Carolina. Tarleton later wrote: 

In the beginning of October it was intended to send a corps from Charlotte 

town, under the orders of Lieutenant-colonel Webster, to attack a party of 

!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎΣ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜŘ ōȅ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ {ǳƳƴŜǊΣ ŀǘ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊΩǎ ƳƛƭƭΣ ƻƴ ŀ ōǊŀƴŎƘ ƻŦ 

Rocky river. (Tarleton 1787, 165). 
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Lieutenant Colonel Banastre Tarleton 

Painted by John Raphael Smith and Joshua Reynolds, 1782. 

On 8 hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ 5ŀǾƛŘǎƻƴ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ /ƻǊƴǿŀƭƭƛǎ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŀǊƳȅ ƛƴ /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜ ǘƻ ŘǊŀǿ ǘǿƻ ŘŀȅǎΩ 

provisions for a march. Davidson presumed that Cornwallis planned to attach his position at 

wƻŎƪȅ wƛǾŜǊΦ 5ŀǾƛŘǎƻƴ ǿǊƻǘŜΣ άL ŦƛƴŘ he is determined to surprise me & I am as determined to 

ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘ ƘƛƳΦέ (Davidson 1780 in Davidson 1951, 83). After weeks of stressful fighting, Davie 

became sick, but remain active (Davie 1810 in Robinson 1976, 26). Davidson reported his 

concern to Sumner (Davidson 1951, 83)Φ 5ŀǾƛŜΩǎ ǎǳōƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜǎ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ WƻǎŜǇƘ 5ƛŎƪǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

Captain Rutledge patrolled CƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜΩǎ ǇŜǊƛƳŜǘŜǊ (Davidson 1780 in NCSR 1895, XIV:784). 

On 8 October, Gates ordered Colonel Daniel Morgan with his 404 Virginia riflemen, Lieutenant 

/ƻƭƻƴŜƭ WƻƘƴ 9ŀƎŜǊ IƻǿŀǊŘΩǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎƻƳǇŀnies of selected Continental light infantry, and 

[ƛŜǳǘŜƴŀƴǘ /ƻƭƻƴŜƭ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŎŀǾŀƭǊȅƳŜƴ ǘƻ ƳŀǊŎƘ ŦǊƻƳ IƛƭƭǎōƻǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜ 

Sumner at Trading Ford. (Kirkwood 1780, 216) (T. L. Anderson 1780, 2). 
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Brigadier General Daniel Morgan 

Painted by Charles Willson Peale, 1794. 

7 October, Kings Mountain  

In the foothills west of Charlotte, Major Patrick Ferguson led the western detachment of 

/ƻǊƴǿŀƭƭƛǎΩǎ ŀǊƳȅ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜŘ ƻŦ ŀōƻǳǘ ммл0 loyalists and provincial troops. On 6 October 1780, 

they camped on a hilltop near Kings Mountain, about 30 miles west of Charlotte. The next day, 

910 American backwoods militiamen appeared unexpectedly and decisively defeated this force. 

This American victory was significant because, as a consequence, Cornwallis decided to retreat 

from Charlotte back to South Carolina. 

On 10 October, Major George Tate brought news of the Kings Mountain victory to Davidson at 

Rocky River. Brigadier General Thomas Sumter, who was returning from Hillsborough, got the 

same message. Sumter proceeded on and rejoined his men at Bullocks Creek where they had 

gathered after the battle. 

12 October, British evacuate Charlotte  

¢ƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ŀǘ YƛƴƎǎ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ /ƻǊƴǿŀƭƭƛǎ ǘƻ ƻǊŘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ŀǊƳȅΩǎ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘ ŦǊƻƳ 

Charlotte. It began in the early evening of 12 October 1780. The British Army was guided along 

ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǘƻ .ƛƎƎŜǊΩǎ CŜǊǊȅΣ ōǳǘ ƳƻǾŜŘ ŎǊƻǎǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǘƻ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ CƻǊŘ wƻŀŘΣ ƭƻǎƛƴƎ нл wagons of 

equipment and supplies. During the afternoon of 14 October, the British arrived at Nation Ford 

on Catawba River. Heavy rain, probably caused by the Great Hurricane of 1780, induced many 

problems. The British Army was extremely vulnerable. American forces quickly followed the 

British but could not take full advantage. Late on 16 October, the British Army crossed Sugar 

/ǊŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ [ŀƴŘΩǎ CƻǊŘ ƻƴ /ŀǘŀǿōŀ River. (W. L. Anderson 2011c) 

Camp New Providence 

Mid October, American advance, Camp New Providence  

On 18 hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ aƻǊƎŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ǊƛŦƭŜƳŜƴΣ /ƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘŀƭ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƛƴŦŀƴǘǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ 

ŎŀǾŀƭǊȅƳŜƴ ƳŀǊŎƘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ {ŀƭƛǎōǳǊȅ ǘƻ /ƻƭƻƴŜƭ [ƻŎƪŜΩǎ CŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ Řŀȅ ǘƻ tƘȅŦŜǊΩǎ 

Mill (Kirkwood 1780, 216) (T. L. Anderson 1780, 2). Following behind Morgan, Smallwood 
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reached Salisbury on 20 October (Smallwood 1780 in NCSR 1895, XIV:703). Sumner had a long 

career in the North Carolina Continental Line. He was disappointed that Smallwood, a 

Marylander, was given command of North Carolina brigade. On 20 October, he submitted his 

ǊŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ {ƳŀƭƭǿƻƻŘΦ άL ŦŜŜƭ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ŘƛǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴƛŦȅ Ƴȅ ŘŜŎƭƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛƴŜ ƻŦ aƛƭƛǘƛŀΦέ (Rankin 1971, 257). His command included militiamen under Colonel John 

Paisley, Guilford County, and Brigadier General John Butler, Hillsborough District militia. 

 
Major General William Smallwood 

Maryland Continental Officer 

Assigned command of North Carolina militia. 

Painted by Charles Willson Peale, 1782. 

While on the march towards Charlotte, Smallwood devised a tentative plan to attack the British. 

On 20 October, he wrote Gates that Davidson was to command both the North Carolina and 

Virginia militiamen. Sumter was to command the South Carolina and Georgia militia. Morgan 

was to command the Continental light infantry. (Smallwood 1780 in NCSR 1895, XIV:704ς705) 

(Davidson 1951, 93). 

On 20 October, Davidson advanced to where Providence Road crossed Six Mile Creek. There 

horses could water and graze (Davie 1810 in Robinson 1976, 21) (Graham 1827 in Graham 

1904b, 284) (McLeary, Michael, pension application 1832) (Vernon 1832 in Draper 1873, 

VV:10:169, 178). The camp was 14 miles from Charlotte and, at that time, entirely within 

Mecklenburg County. Today, Six Mile Creek forms the boundary between Mecklenburg and 

Union Counties. 

Davidson passed his previous McAlpine Creek campsite used before 25 September. This time he 

was not on the defensive. By camping seven miles further south, he expected better access to 

provisions. He was closer to South Carolina. Six Mile Creek banks had gentle slopes, suitable for 

a large camp. Its headwaters were immediately upstream which provided a constant flow of 

clean water. 
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Six Mile Creek, site of Camp New Providence 

Davidson created Camp New Providence only 8 days after Cornwallis evacuated Charlotte and 

1 day before Cornwallis crossed Catawba River east to west. This new camp asserted American 

control of the east side of Catawba River as far south as the Waxhaws. 

On 17 April 1872, Samuel Ellison Belk, a Charlotte resident, wrote a letter responding to 

questions from professional historian Lyman Draper. Belk wrote that acquaintance James 

Iƻǳǎǘƻƴ aƻǊǊƛǎƻƴΩǎ mother, as a young girl, remembered passing through the camp and seeing 

ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ǿŀǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƘƛǊǘǎ ƛƴ {ƛȄ aƛƭŜ /ǊŜŜƪΦ aƻǊǊƛǎƻƴΩǎΣ ōƻǊƴ мтфнΣ ŘƛŜŘ мутрΣ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ 

Mary Susannah HoustonΣ ōƻǊƴ мттмΣ ŘƛŜŘ муноΦ .Ŝƭƪ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇ άDǊŜŜƴΩǎ /ŀƳǇΦέ IŜ 

sketched a map of the camp in relation to Providence Road and other landmarks. He reported 

that the camp was on the plantation of loyalist Samuel Lusk (Belk 1872 in Draper 1873, 

VV:6:297ς299) (Poteet 2009ς2017). Today, that location is within the Providence Crossing and 

HighGate housing developments. 
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{ŀƳǳŜƭ 9ƭƭƛǎƻƴ .Ŝƭƪ ƳŀǇ ƻŦ /ŀƳǇ bŜǿ tǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΦ {Ƙƻǿƴ ŀǎ άDǊŜŜƴΩǎ /ŀƳǇΦέ 

Burial ground shown on north side. (Belk 1872 in Draper 1873, VV:6:299) 

On 30 August 1832, George Findley testified in a Lawrence County, Tennessee, court: 

Χ ƘŜ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ aŜŎƪƭƛƴōǳǊƎ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ bƻǊǘƘ 

Carolina in the latter part of the summer 1780 shortly after Gates Defeat under 

Captain James Rees in Col. Francis Locks Regiment commanded by General 

5ŀǿǎƻƴ ώ5ŀǾƛŘǎƻƴϐ ƻŦ aŜŎƪƭƛƴōǳǊƎ ŀǘ ǎƛȄ ƳƛƭŜ /ǊŜŜƪ Χ (Findley, George, pension 

application 1832) 

On 13 January 1834, Shared Gray, a former resident of Mecklenburg County, testified: 

The militia of North Carolina assembled in a large body in Mecklenburg County 

near a Meeting-house called New Providence. At this place a large body of the 

Regular Continental Army was also encamped. Thinks that Generals Gates and 

the Greene were both at this place sometime during the stay of the troops 

there, but does not recollect distinctly which was in command of the Army. 

General Morgan & Colonel Washington with their respective commands, were 

also at this place. (Gray, Shared, pension application 1834) 

On 14 May 1833, Doctor James Rankin Alexander, son of Hezekiah Alexander, testified, that he 

was: 

http://revwarapps.org/w7273.pdf
http://southerncampaign.org/pen/s31707.pdf
http://southerncampaign.org/pen/w2901.pdf
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appointed surgeon to a Regiment of Militia raised in Mecklenburg County (N. C.) 

commanded by Colonel William L. Davidson. His Regiment was first for a while 

stationed at Rocky River in company with a Col. William R. Davy of Militia 

Cavalry τ thence they both moved to Six Mile Creek between Charlotte & 

Camden where they joined Generals Smallwood & Morgan with their forces. 

(Alexander, James Rankin, pension application 1833) 

22 October, Continental light infantry arrives at Camp New Providence  

On 21 October, Smallwood, MorganΣ ŀƴŘ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǳƴƛǘǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ {ǳƳƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ tŀƛǎƭŜȅΩǎ ǘǊƻƻǇǎΣ 

ƳŀǊŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ άǘǿƻ ƳƛƭŜǎ ōŜƭƻǿ 9ǎǉr ώIŜȊŜƪƛŀƘϐ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊǎέ ƘƻǳǎŜ (T. L. Anderson 1780, 2) 

(Kirkwood 1780, 216). That site was probably along Edwards Branch. Today, that location is in 

the back of Evergreen Cemetery on an abandoned road segment that connected present-day 

Kilborne Drive and Sharon Amity Road (Barden 2010). On 22 October, they joined Davidson at 

Six Mile Creek, raising the total strength to 1300 men (Kirkwood 1780, 216) (T. L. Anderson 

1780, 2) (Smallwood 1780 in NCSR 1895, XIV:712). Camp New Providence had several 

advantages: 

¶ It raised the spirits of Mecklenburg Whigs. 

¶ It projected American forces 14 miles south of Charlotte. It asserted American control 

east of Catawba River. 

¶ It provided a base for foraging the farms in the Waxhaw region of both Carolinas. 

¶ It recaptured assets centered near Charlotte including many gristmills, a hospital, civic 

leaders, and skilled craftsmen like blacksmiths. 

¶ It provided control of roads leading south from Charlotte. Those were: Providence Road, 

Camden Road, and Nation Ford Road and their east-west connecting roads. 

¶ It had relatively clean water since it was near the source of Six Mile Creek. 

On 22 October, British Major General Alexander Leslie disembarked 2500 soldiers at 

Portsmouth, Virginia. This force was designed to support Cornwallis as a diversion in the 

American rear. It was ineffective because Cornwallis was already on the defensive. Soon, Leslie 

soldiers re-boarded ship and sailed to Charlestown. 

When Smallwood learned that Cornwallis had crossed the Catawbŀ wƛǾŜǊ ŀǘ [ŀƴŘΩǎ CƻǊŘΣ ƘŜ 

decided not to attack (Smallwood 1780 in NCSR 1895, XIV:712) (Davidson 1951, 94). Colonel 

Davie created an advanced post with 300 ŎŀǾŀƭǊȅƳŜƴ ƴŜŀǊ [ŀƴŘΩǎ CƻǊŘ (Davie 1810 in Robinson 

1976, 28). 

On 21 May 1833, Daniel Apple testified in a Guilford County, North Carolina, court: 

That in August 1780 in the County of Guilford N Carolina he volunteered as a 

private militiaman was under Capt Jacob Clapp of the regiment commanded by 

Col John Paisley. That immediately thereafter he was marched under the said 

Captain to the South passing through Salisbury to Charlotte in Mecklenburg 

County: a few miles beyond which these troops were met by the British under 

http://southerncampaign.org/pen/s6520.pdf
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Cornwallis when we retreated repassing Salisbury and the Yadkin River being 

pursued by the enemy, where our troops were encamped for something like a 

week, where upon the British returning South our forces were again marched 

after them and the main army went as far as what was called the Six Mile Creek 

where it encamped and this applicant was detached page 3: as one of a scout of 

reconnoitering party that they pursued the enemy as far as the Catawba River 

upon the border of So Carolina upon reaching the main army we remained 

there encamped until he was discharged by direction of his Col the said John 

Paisley. (Apple, Daniel, pension application 1833). 

On 23 October, in Philadelphia, the Continental Congress appointed Major General Nathanael 

Greene to succeed Gates. Greene immediately conferred with General George Washington and 

began his trip south. When news of this transfer reached the Southern Army in early November, 

commanders began to postpone major decisions. 

On 24 October, a correspondent for the Pennsylvania Packet reported from Camp New 

Providence: 

General Davidson and colonel Davie possess the entire confidence of their 

troops, and discipline is better than formerly, when it was more lax. It would 

give you pleasure to see the order our camp is in at present, and [we] are much 

ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ {ƳŀƭƭǿƻƻŘΩǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ ώŘŀȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜϐ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ 

command. (Davidson 1951, 94). 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜΣ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘǎƻƴΩǎ ƳŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘΦ 5ŀǾƛŘǎƻƴ 

persuaded Smallwood to send an overture to Cornwallis on 24 October to arrange an exchange 

of these men. 

The Prisoners taken in the Neighborhood of Charlotte, whose names you will 

observe below, I understand are very solicitous to obtain an Exchange. Perhaps 

your Lordship would have no Objection to admit of a partial Exchange of those 

Persons for a like number now in our Possession, whose Situation and 

Circumstances may not be altogether dissimilar. If this Proposition should meet 

with your Approbation, you will be so obliging to signify it, that the Exchange 

may take place. 

Richard Thomas, William Rankin, Andrew Baxter, John McKey, John Adair, 

William Wyley, William Wallace, Alexander Brown (Smallwood 1780 in NCSR 

1895, XIV:710) (Davidson 1951, 94) 

On 25 October, the Continental light infantry repositioned ahead of the militia to better defend 

the camp (Kirkwood 1780, 216)Φ {ŜȅƳƻǳǊ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿƭȅ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ǳƴƛǘǎΣ άƳƻǾŜŘ ƻǳǊ 

ŜƴŎŀƳǇƳŜƴǘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŦƻǊƳΦέ (Seymour 1780 in Seymour 1883, 

290)Φ IŜ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ά!ǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ /ƻƭΦ Washington with a detachment of First and Third Light 
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Dragoons, joined us, which, together with the Light Infantry and three companies of Riflemen, 

ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ CƭȅƛƴƎ !ǊƳȅΦέ (Seymour 1780 in Seymour 1883, 290). At this time, Morgan learned 

of his 13 October commission of brigadier general from the Continental Congress (T. L. Anderson 

1780, 2). He was already a living legend for his participation in the storming of Quebec City and 

the battle at Saratoga, New York. 

         

Lieutenant Colonel William Washington 

Painted by Charles Willson Peale, 1781ς1782. 

Washington re-enactor Daniel Murphy, 3rd Continental Light Dragoons 

On 26 October 1832, Richard Vernon testified in a Davidson County, Tennessee, court: 

Χ ¢ƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ²ŀȅƴŜǎōƻǊƻǳƎƘ ώ²ƛƴƴǎōƻǊƻϐ {ƻǳǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀΦ 

Gen. Davidson marched us down about the Waxhaw Settlement and took up 

Winter Quarters at a place called New Providence when Col. Morgan joined us 

also Col. Howard commanding the Maryland Continental troops while we 

remained here. Col. Morgan was promoted to Gen, and Col. IƻǿŀǊŘΩǎ .ŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴ 

ǿŀǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜΦ ²Ŝ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ƘŜǊŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ Ƴȅ ƳŜƴΩǎ ǘŜǊƳ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

exǇƛǊŜŘΦ Χ (Vernon, Richard, pension application 1832) 

On 25 October, in South Carolina, Colonel Francis Marion with 150 men emerged from their 

hidden camp at Snow Island and crossed the Pee Dee River. The next morning, they attacked a 

detachment of British soldiers at Tearcoat Swamp (Buchanan 1997, 245). 

http://southerncampaign.org/pen/s1883.pdf
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Colonel Francis Marion crossing Pee Dee River by Ferry 

Painted by William Ranney, 1850. 

On 27 October, Smallwood wrote Gates that he believed Cornwallis would retreat to 

Charlestown. Smallwood encouraged Gates to march the remaining Continentals to Camp New 

tǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ άŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǇŜŎǘέ (Smallwood 1780 in NCSR 1895, XIV:713) (Davidson 1951, 

94). 

Late October, Cornwallis requests reinforcements, Americans need supplies  

On 29 October, the British Army encamped at Winnsboro, South Carolina, a town equally distant 

from Camden and Ninety Six forts (Stedman 1794, 2:226). They used Mount Zion Academy 

grounds. 

 
British Army Winnsboro Encampment 

Cornwallis immediately requested reinforcements from General Henry Clinton. 
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¢ƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ŀǘ YƛƴƎΩǎ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ 

Earl /ƻǊƴǿŀƭƭƛǎΩ ŀǊƳȅΣ ǇǊƻƳǇǘŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘ 

Carolina again to violate their paroles, and to unite under a leader in the eastern 

part of the province. Mr. [Francis] Marion, by his zeal and abilities, shewed 

himself capable of this trust committed to his charge. He collected his adherents 

at the shortest notice, in the neighbourhood of Black river, and, after making 

incursions into the friendly districts, or threatening the communications, to 

avoid pursuit, he disbanded his followers. The alarms occasioned by these 

insurrections frequently retarded supplies on their way to the army; and a late 

ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ aŀǊƛƻƴΩǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ŘŜƭŀȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘǎΣ ǿho had 

arrived from New York for the corps in the country. The 64th regiment of 

ƛƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ ǿŀǎ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ bŜƭǎƻƴΩǎ ŦŜǊǊȅ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ ǘƻǿƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

given to Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton to pass the Wateree to awe the insurgents. 

(Tarleton 1787, 171). 

When Sumter learned that Cornwallis created new headquarters at Winnsboro, he recalled his 

ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎŀƳǇŜŘ ǿŜǎǘ ƻŦ /ŀǘŀǿōŀ wƛǾŜǊ ŀǘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ IƛƭƭΩǎ LǊƻƴ ²ƻǊƪǎ in upper New Acquisition 

District, present-day York County, South Carolina (Bass 1961, 94). 

At Camp New Providence, despite expectations, scarcities soon arose. On 31 October, 

Smallwood wrote Maryland Governor Thomas Lee: 

Sir Since my Last Nothing material has occurred except a Great Scarcity of 

Provisions. ColoPolk has not even supplied the Regular Troops. Our principal 

Subsistance has been brought in by Detachments, which they took from the 

Disaffected who have gone over to the Enemy, and I have now not less than 

¢ǿƻ IǳƴŘǊŜŘ aŜƴ ŜƳǇƭƻȅΩŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ 5ǳǘȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ 

supplying the Troops till the Late Provision Act for collecting the specific Tax in 

Provision is more effectually carried into Execution, which I fear at last will not 

afford an ample Supply; in addition to what Purchases can be made. Forage is 

also much exhausted, and cannot long be procured for any considerable Force, 

Plundering prevails to an amazing Degree by Persons who go under the 

ŘŜƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΦ Χ (Smallwood 1780, 45:167) (Smallwood 1780 in 

NCSR 1895, XIV:720) (Smallwood 1780 in Davidson 1951, 95). 

{ƳŀƭƭǿƻƻŘ ŜƴŘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ ά!ȄŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘǊŜƴŎƘƛƴƎ ¢ƻƻƭǎ ŀǊŜ ƳǳŎƘ ²ŀƴǘƛƴƎΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

Smallwood intended to remain at that location and had ordered his soldiers to construct 

ŘŜŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŦƻǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ŎŀǾŀƭǊȅ ŀǘǘŀŎƪΦ {ƳŀƭƭǿƻƻŘΩǎ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳ ƻŦ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ 

Polk caused a negative reaction which Smallwood clarified a 16 November correspondence 

which exonerated Polk (Smallwood 1780 in NCSR 1895, XIV:741ς742). 
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Camp New Providence physical description  

Camp New Providence was large. Although there is no known written description of its 

appearance, it can be inferred from historical knowledge of how such camps were equipped, 

organized, and operated (Peterson 1968). It probably had about 400 tents pitched on the high 

ground on both sides of Six Mile Creek. Tents were mostly white in color, about 6 feet tall with 

steeply inclined sides. They were called common or wedge tents. Each tent as assigned to as 

many as 8 privates (Risch 1981, 148). But because of guard and extra duties, the average use 

was about 5 privates. Horses grazed along the creek banks. There were hundreds of smoky 

campfires where soldiers typically ate two meals a day, breakfast and supper. Meals were 

prepared in small groups of 4 or 5 individuals. While in camp, soldiers drilled under the guidance 

of a sergeant. They also repaired their uniforms, shoes, saddles, and harnesses. Militiamen wore 

hunting shirts and linen trousers. Continental soldiers wore buff-colored trousers and blue 

ƧŀŎƪŜǘǎ ƭŀŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƭƻǊǎ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΦ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŎŀǾŀƭǊȅƳŜƴ ǿƻǊŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ 

jackets, white leather trousers, and leather helmets. 

     

North Carolina and Virginia militiamen 

From National Park Service, Guilford Courthouse, web site. 



 17 

     

5ŜƭŀǿŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘ LƴŦŀƴǘǊȅΣ /ƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘŀƭ [ƛƴŜΦ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ /ŀǾŀƭǊȅΦ 

From National Park Service, Guilford Courthouse, web site. 

Normally, each Continental Army regiment included a chaplain, a surgeon, drummers, and fifers. 

The typical rank-and-file soldier was illiterate. High-ranking officers probably had marquee tents 

with vertical walls, oval in shape, and the size of a small room. In these tents were a few chests 

of professional and personal baggage and portable folding wooden chairs and table. Compared 

ǘƻ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ !ǊƳȅΣ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƻƻŦΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴŦŜǊǊŜŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ 

about strategic concerns. Officers at Camp New Providence were capable men. Some were 

highly educated and articulate in their letters and written orders. Wealthy officers often 

traveled with a personal servant. During leisure time, officers socialized with local prominent 

families. Dancing was a favorite pastime. However, such socializing may not have been an 

option at Camp New Providence since historic documents mention no nearby farmhouses or 

other structures closer than the Presbyterian church, 2.5 miles away. In a 24 November letter, 

Lieutenant Colonel Otho Holland Williams mentioned that he hunted deer on three or four 

consecutive mornings. There were probably 50 wagons carrying gunpowder, tents, officer 

baggage, or barrels of rum. The camp was a busy place. Every few hours, express riders arrived 

and departed carrying written status reports, strength returns, and the latest news. During the 

day, local farmers arrived with cattle, chickens, and wagons of produce hoping to sell for 

currency. Camp New Providence was occupied during the autumn foliage change and the 

beginning of cold weather. Sickness was common. Unmarked soldier graves may be located at 

Camp New Providence. 

Occasionally, soldiers were ordered to pre-cook their meals for a four to six day march. In the 

1700s, walking 20 miles a day was common. No one recorded it as extraordinary. Each soldier 

carried his musket with cartridges, and food provisions. Shoes wore out quickly, sometimes 

requiring a soldier to march barefoot. In the late 1700s, shoe technology was surprisingly 
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primitive. The concept of separate left and right shoes had not evolved. Also, shoe repair 

consumed considerable time and concern. Boots were very expensive and thus seldom used. 

Early November, Main army leaves Hillsborough, Incursions into South Carolina  

On 2 November, Gates ordered his adjutant general, Lieutenant Colonel Otho Holland Williams, 

to march the remaining main army towards Salisbury. They included about 700 Maryland, 

Delaware, and Virginia Continentals along with 2 artillery cannons. Gates followed a few days 

later with 130 mounted Continentals. (Rankin 1971, 258). These two troops of cavalrymen were 

commanded by Colonel Charles Armand and Lieutenant Colonel Anthony White. 

 
Lieutenant Colonel Otho Holland Williams 

Delaware Continental Officer 

Adjutant General of Southern Army 

Promoted brigadier general in 1782. 

Painted by Charles Willson Peale, 1784. 

From Camp New Providence, the American Army projected deep incursions into South Carolina. 

On 3 November, Smallwood issued the following order to Morgan: 

Camp New Providence, 3d November, 1780 

Dear Sir: 

Having understood that the disaffected Inhabitants in the settlements of Lynch 

Creek, and Waxhaw, since the retreat of the British from Charlotte, have 

meditated the removal of their property to Camden, I was induced to order 

Colo. Davie with a detachment down into that quarter, to intercept all such 

property, which he might apprehend was about to be removed, and to draw 

what supplies of forage, and Provisions, could otherwise be procured, exclusive 

of the stock necessary for consumption of the remaining Inhabitants. 
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I have this day received intelligence that a party of four hundred British & 

Tories, have advanced up to the Hanging Rock, to cover the disaffected who are 

actually removing not only their own effects, but the property of such Whigs as 

they fall in with, and apprehending the detachment under Colo. Davie will be 

annoyed in the Execution of their Duty, τ You will therefore proceed down with 

the Cavalry, Light Infantry, and Rifle men below the Range of his duty, to cover 

them in the discharge thereof. τ March with all imaginable secrecy and 

dispatch, and if possible give the enemy a stroke at the Hanging Rock, should 

they still be there, and no powerful reasons against it. 

In accomplishing your views should it be necessary you will call to your aid any 

ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŜΩǎ ŘŜǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ Řǳǘȅ ǘƻ ōŜ 

obstructed τ 

It will be unnecessary to caution you to guard against a surprise, and to restrain 

the soldiery from distressing such of the Inhabitants as may merit your 

attention. Your own Judgment and vigilance in the first instance, and your 

Humanity and discretion in the latter, will govern τ 

It is not improbable but you may fall in with part of our Tents, Waggons, and 

.ŀƎƎŀƎŜ ǇƭǳƴŘŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǊƛŜǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ DŀǘŜǎΩǎ ŘŜŦŜŀǘΦ ²ƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ 

fall in with under that description secure and forward to camp τ 

You will give me the earliest, and frequent Intelligence of your transactions, and 

as speedy as possible accomplishing the views comprised in your Instructions, 

return to camp τ distribute the orders prohibition plundering, copies of which 

are Enclosed and it may not be amiss to give assurances of Lenity to such Tories, 

who may return and submit to the mercy of their country, intimating that 

proclamations to that purpose will be issued. τ Wishing you success and a 

pleasant tour, I am, with sincere τ 

Your obdt. Humble servt. 

W. Smallwood (Smallwood 1780 in Hunt 1892, 6ς8) 

Beginning 4 bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΣ aƻǊƎŀƴΩǎ /ƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘŀƭ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƛƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŎŀǾŀƭǊȅ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ 

towards Camden. They stopped at Hanging Rock, near present-day Heath Springs, South 

Carolina (Seymour 1780 in Seymour 1883, 290). This incursion caused a British reaction. 

Earl Cornwallis was impressed with an idea that the Americans had a design 

upon Camden : The report of the advance of General Morgan towards the head 

ƻŦ [ȅƴŎƘŜΩǎ ŎǊŜŜƪΣ ǿƛǘƘ /ƻƭƻƴŜƭ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŎŀǾŀƭǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘŀƭ 

infantry, togŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀƎƎŜǊŀǘŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ƻŦ aŀǊƛƻƴΩǎ ŦƻǊŎŜΣ ƎŀǾŜ 

plausibility to the supposition. The situation and importance of the magazine 

[Camden] caused early jealousy and immediate attention. The light troops, 
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however, on their arrival at Camden, found no reason to expect an attack from 

General Morgan, and Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton thought the opportunity 

favorable to commence an expedition against Marion. (Tarleton 1787, 171). 

On 6 November, Smallwood sent the following vague order to Morgan: 

Camp 6th November, 1780 

Dear Sir: 

I have just recd. Advice from Genl. Sumter, that a favourable opportunity of 

effecting something to our advantage offers on the other side the Catawba; you 

will therefore view the expediency of dispatching your tour below as soon as 

possible that we may avail ourselves. τ We have had no news since you left us, 

neither of the British in Virginia nor of Genl. DŀǘŜǎΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƻǊ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘƛƴƎ 

the Continental Troops. I expect the Augusta [Virginia] Rifle men here to-

morrow, one Hundred and Six in number, these I shall detain here unless you 

should require them below, as I imagine their service with you at this time will 

not be wanting τ 

I am with Sincere regard 

Your Obd. Hble Servt. 

W. Smallwood 

P. S. The Enemy are still in Winsborough, Sumter informs me are likely to remain 

there for some time τ and continue to make detachments some distance from 

their camp τ after Provisions & Plunder. (Smallwood 1780 in Hunt 1892, 10ς11) 

On 7 November, Smallwood sent an order to Morgan: 

Camp N. Providence, 7th Nov. 1780 

Dear Sir: 

L ƘŀǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜŎŘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘƛƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ¢ŀǊƭŜǘƻƴΩǎ [ŜƎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

amount of five hundred Cavalry and Infantry mounted, was three days ago at 

the ferry opposite Camden; this hint I think necessary to give, to guard you 

against a surprise, or any excursion they may have in view to attack you in a 

divided state, or intercept any of your parties τ you will therefore avail yourself 

of the Hint, and keep a watchful eye on their motions, should they approach 

upward 

I am 

with great regard 
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your ob Hle servt 

W. Smallwood. 

N. B. (This information comes from Genl Sumpter) τ Since writing the above I 

have it from good authority that Tarleton had crossed to Camden and had 

moved from there before Day. On Sunday morning, [5 November] he gave out 

he was going up the Hanging Rock road, but I rather think he took the road to 

the High Hills of Santee against Marion, otherwise you must have fallen in with 

him; he is Four Hundred Strong. I would therefore recommend that you move 

up & draw your and the principal part of Davies force to a point, covering such 

detachments as it may be necessary to make; by this means you will be more 

than sufficient to cope with him should he approach upwards. I shall send a 

detachment down to join you in the morning, and could wish our force would 

admit of a strong one. Give me the earliest intimation of occurrences, and your 

opinion of moving a large force to you. I am persuaded you will be vigilant and 

cautious and then you will have nothing to dread. Adieu. (Smallwood 1780 in 

Hunt 1892, 11ς13) 

Morgan and Washington returned to Camp New Providence, arriving 9 November (Seymour 

1780 in Seymour 1883, 290). There Morgan learned that Gates was to be recalled. He wrote 

Gates: 

I am informed you are to be recall'd, for which I am sorry and glad both, for I 

don't think it will be in the power of any genl. officer who commands in this 

country to add to his reputation, whatever he may loose from it. I was informed 

that you was apprehensive I had joined a party against you. I intended to 

convince you to the contrary by my conduct, and not mention the matter to 

you; but as you are going away, that will not be in my power; must therefore 

tell, on my word and Honor, that I never had the most distant thought of such a 

thing, nor was a thing of that Kind ever mentioned to me, or I would have let 

you a known it immediately, for I despise party matters as I do the devil. I would 

be very glad to see you before you leave the army, if possible. (Morgan 1780 in 

NCSR 1895, XIV:730) 

On 6 November, Major General Gates arrived at Guilford Courthouse with his entourage of 

cavalry. There he met Virginia Brigadier General Edward Stevens with his 300 militiamen. They 

ǿŜǊŜ ƛƭƭ ŜǉǳƛǇǇŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜΦ {ƻ DŀǘŜǎ ǎŜƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ IƛƭƭǎōƻǊƻǳƎƘΣ άǘƻ ōŜ !ǊƳΩŘ ŀƴŘ 

Accoutred, and in some DegǊŜŜ ŜǉǳƛǇΩŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ aŀǊŎƘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƴŎŜΦέ (Nelson 1976, 

249). 

On 7 November, the North Carolina Board of War informed Davidson that it had intended to 

ǎŜƴŘ ƘƛƳ ŀ άIƻǊǎŜƳŀƴΩǎ ¢ŜƴǘΣέ ōǳǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ Ƴƛǎ-packed, hŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ŀ άaŀǊǉǳŜŜΦέ 

(Davidson 1951, 95). 
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On 10 bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΣ /ƻǊƴǿŀƭƭƛǎ ǿǊƻǘŜ ŀ ŦŀǾƻǊŀōƭŜ ǊŜǇƭȅ ǘƻ {ƳŀƭƭǿƻƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊ-exchange offer: 

Your Letter of the 24th of last Month by some Mistake was not forwarded to me 

for several Days. I understand that some Prisoners who were on their March 

from Camden to Charlestown made their Escape, but have not yet had an 

Opportunity of informing myself whether those mentioned in your Letter were 

of the number. If they are still in our Possession, I will agree to Exchange them 

for Persons in similar Situation and Circumstances. I must now observe that the 

cruelty exercised on the Prisoners taken under Major Ferguson is shocking to 

humanity; and the hanging poor old Colonel Mills, who was always a fair and 

open Enemy to your Cause, was an act of the most Savage barbarity. It has also 

been reported to me that Capt. Oates, of Colo. Gray's Militia, who was taken 

near the Pedee, was lately put to Death without any Crime being laid to his 

charge. From the Character which I have heard of you, Sir, I cannot suppose that 

you can approve of these most cruel Murders; but I hope you will see the 

necessity of interposing your Authority to stop this bloody Scene; Which must 

oblige me, in justice to the suffering Loyalists, to retaliate on the unfortunate 

Persons now in my power. 

I am not conscious that any persons have hitherto been executed by us, unless 

for bearing Arms, after having given a Military Parole to remain quietly at home; 

or for enroling themselves voluntarily in our Militia, receiving Arms and 

Ammunition from the King's Store & taking the first Opportunity of joining our 

Enemies. The only Persons who were hanged at Camden, After the actions of 

the 16th. & 18th., except some Deserters from our Army, were two or three of 

the latter description, who were picked out from about Thirty, convicted for the 

like offence, on account of some particularly aggravating Circumstances which 

attended their case. 

I would willingly Exchange any of the North or South Carolina Militia, who may 

be prisoners with us, for those who were taken on King's Mountain. (Cornwallis 

1780 in NCSR 1895, XIV:733ς734) (Davidson 1951, 95) 

On 11 November, Gates arrived at Salisbury. There he ordered Stevens to march his newly 

equipped militiamen to Salisbury. 

On 13 November, Gates replied to Morgan: 

I hear by report that I am to be recalled, and that Greene is to succeed to the 

command of the Southern department. But of this I have not the smallest 

intimation from Congress, which, I conceive, would have been the case, had the 

business been finally settled. I think exactly as you do in regard to the 

command, and am impatient for the arrival of General Greene. (Gates 1780 in 

Hunt 1892, 9) 
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On 14 November, a British messenger, carrying a white flag, approached Camp New Providence 

along Providence Road. Smallwood believed its purpose was to spy on the American 

encampment, and so sent it back without a reply (Seymour 1780 in Seymour 1883, 291). 

{ƳŀƭƭǿƻƻŘΩǎ ǎǳǎǇƛŎƛƻn may have been justified, since on 3 December, Cornwallis reported to his 

superior General Henry Clinton: 

Smallwood has been encamped from the beginning of last month with about 

thirteen hundred Militia, a Corps of 250 Continentals under Morgan and 

70 Dragoons Commanded by Washington, about 12 miles on this side of 

Charlotte Town, his front guarded by Davie and other irregular Corps, who have 

committed the most shocking cruelties and the most horrid Murders on those 

suspected of being our friends that I evŜǊ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƻŦ Χ (Robinson 1957, 88) 

On 15 November, the American general officers at Salisbury met and decided to encamp the 

American army at Charlotte while Cornwallis remained encamped at Winnsboro (Nelson 1976, 

249). The existing Charlotte hospital may have been a consideration. 

!ōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ŜƴƭƛǎǘƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǾƛŜΩǎ ƳŜƴ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƛǊŜΦ 5ŀǾƛŘǎƻƴ ǿŀǎ 

relatively lenient in issuing discharges. On 15 November, Davie complained to Smallwood that 

he needed the men that Davidson was discharging. He wrote: 

The torments of the damned are scarcely equal to the torture of my feelings 

there five of six days past, from the rage of the militia for returning home. Most 

of them deserted before the last evening. (Davidson 1951, 96). 

5ŀǾƛŜ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ Ǉƻǎǘ ŀǘ [ŀƴŘΩǎ CƻǊŘΣ {ƻǳǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ (Davie 1820 in Robinson 

1976, 38) (Robinson 1957, 88). Davie planned to raise a legion of mounted infantrymen attached 

to Brigadier General Morgan force (Davie 1820 in Robinson 1976, 39). In Salisbury, on 

23 November, he appealed for authority from the North Carolina Board of War, but his 

application was not considered (Hamilton and Battle 1907, 8). 

On 20 November, Gates arrived in Charlotte with the 700 Continentals and 400 North Carolina 

and Virginia militiamen. About this time, Gates learned that his 22-year-old son Robert had died 

of illness (Nelson 1976, 250)Φ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ ǿǊƻǘŜ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎΣ άǎƻǊǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ hƭŘ ƳŀƴΦέ 

(Williams 1780, 70). 

On 20 November, Sumter defeated Tarleton ŀǘ .ƭŀŎƪǎǘƻŎƪΩǎ, but was seriously injured. 

Immediately after the battle, Sumter was carried on a stretcher to a nearby house. 
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House where, by tradition, Sumter recovered from wounds immediately after battle. 

On 22 November, Davidson wrote Sumter: 

My anxiety for you (least your Wound be fatal) is such that I have scarcely spirit 

to congratulate you on your glorious victory. I sincerely wish you a speedy 

recovery, and in the meantime regret the Want of your services in the field, at 

ǘƘƛǎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ WǳƴŎǘǳǊŜΦ DŜƴΩƭ DŀǘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘŀƭ ¢ǊƻƻǇǎ ǿƛƭƭ 

be at Charlotte tomorrow, We lie at the old post a dead weight on the Publick. I 

think I am possessed of all the patience necessary to my profession but I assure 

you it is nearly exhausted. (Davidson 1780 in Davidson 1951, 97). 

Before 23 November, Colonel Isaac Shelby visited Camp New Providence hoping to participate. 

Morgan wrote Gates: 

Colo. Shelby have been in camp for some time, wating to lend his Aid, should 

any thing go on offensive, but apprehending not much will be done this winter. 

And his domestick business call for him, and he having no command, is now on 

his way home. I have been speaking to him to raise about three hundred good 

Rifle men this winter for the campaign, & join me early in the spring. (Morgan 

1780 in NCSR 1895, XIV:749ς750) 

Mid November, Main army marches to Camp New Providence, Officer meeting  

On 22 November, Major General Horatio Gates along with the newly arrived 700 Continental 

regular infantry and 400 militiamen marched from Charlotte to Camp New Providence. The new 

Continentals camped a mile further down Providence Road (Seymour 1780 in Seymour 1883, 

291), probably near present-day Weddington. That raised the total camp strength to 

approximately 2600 soldiers. 

On 29 October 1832, William Neel testified in a Giles County, Virginia, court: 

In the year 1780 (as he thinks) he went as a volunteer from Augusta County, 

Virginia with a company under the command of Capt. Buchannan in company 

http://southerncampaign.org/pen/s15945.pdf
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with two other companies commanded by Captain Tate and Gilmore from the 

state of North Carolina and joined General Morgan at Six Mile Creek. (Neel, 

William, pension application 1832). 

On 25 November, William Pendergast reported the scarce state of supplies to Gates: 

I have this morning examined the State of provisions in Camp, & find them very 

scarce and a great likelyhood of a greater scarcity. There is but one Waggon load 

of Meal now in Camp (two or three more are expected this day). The Mills which 

grind are a great distance from Camp (& but two in employ); the one belongs to 

Colo. Polk, which is fourteen miles distant, & the other four are five & twenty. 

There are Mills nigher, I am inform'd, but no grain collected in the neighborhood 

of them; therefore thought it highly necessary to make this report. (Pendergast 

1780 in NCSR 1895, XIV:757) 

At the camp, on 25 bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΣ DŀǘŜǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŀ ά/ƻǳƴcil of 

²ŀǊέΣέ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǎƘƻǊǘŀƎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ŀǘǘŀŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘΣ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊ ǎƛŎƪƴŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ 

camp suitability. In attendance were Major General William Smallwood, Brigadier General 

Daniel Morgan, Brigadier General William Lee Davidson, Brigadier General Isaac Huger 

ώǇǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ Iǹ-ƎņȅϐΣ /ƻƭƻƴŜƭ ¢ŀŘŜǳǎȊ YƻǎŎƛǳǎȊƪƻ [pronounced Tha-Řņȅ-ǹǎŜ YƻǎƘ-ŎƘǹǎ-ƪǁϐΣ 

Colonel Abraham Buford, Lieutenant Colonel William Washington, and Lieutenant Colonel John 

Eager Howard. These were all the principal officers of the Southern Continental Army except for 

Lieutenant Colonel Otho Holland Williams who was in Charlotte. Davie was in Salisbury planning 

ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ŀ άƭŜƎƛƻƴέ ŦƻǊŎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ƳƛƭƛǘƛŀƳŜƴ ŘƛǎŎƘŀǊƎŜŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ days before. Gates 

contemplated making Camp New Providence the winter camp of the Army Southern 

Department. However, during this meeting, the officers decided to relocate to Charlotte (NCSR 

1895, XV:160ς161) (Davidson 1951, 97). 

At a Council of War held at the Camp at New Providence, in the State of North 

Carolina, the 25th November, 1780, Consisting of 

The Commander in Chief. 

Major General Smallwood. 

Brigadier General Huger. 

Brigadier General Morgan. 

Brigadier General Davidson. 

Colonel Kosciusko, Chief Engineer. 

Colonel Buford. 

Lt. Colonel Howard. 

Lt. Colonel Washington. 

The Council being assembled, the Commander in Chief acquainted them 

ThatτThe want of Provisions and Forage in this CampτThe advanced Season of 

the YearτThe almost total Failure of the HerbageτThe entire want of a 
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Magazine of Salted Meat and the Uncertainty of providing itτThe increasing 

Sickness and the unwholesome Situation of the CampτThe want of any proper 

accommodation for the sickτThe want of Hospital Stores and proper Comforts 

necessary for sick and deceased SoldiersτThe probability of a Reinforcement 

being sent from the Enemy at New YorkτThe Invasion of Virginia, and the 

apparent Prospect of Sir HŀǊǊȅ /ƭƛƴǘƻƴΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ LƴǾŀǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

Commanding a Co-operation with Lord CornwallisτThe State and Strength of 

this army compared with that of the Enemy, and the Expectancy of 

Reinforcements coming to our Army, are the motives which induced him to 

assemble the Council of War and to request their Opinion of the Movements 

and the Position the Army ought to take in the present circumstances. 

The Council having fully deliberated upon the matter before themτAnd the 

question being put, What Position the Troops ought to take? Whether at or near 

Charlotte, or at the Waxhaws, or in that Neighborhood, The Junior Member, 

Lieut. Colonel Washington, gave it as his OpinionτThat at or near Charlotte 

should be the present Position of the Army, to which every other member of the 

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀǎǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōǳǘ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ {ƳŀƭƭǿƻƻŘΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !ǊƳȅΩǎ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

Waxhaws, taking post there for three weeks, and then returning to Charlotte. 

{ƛƎƴΩŘ 

Horatio Gates. W. Smallwood. Isaac Huger. Daniel Morgan. Wm. Davidson. 

Thad. Kosciuszko. N. Buford. J. E. Howard. Wm. Washington. 

True Copy. Chrisr. Richmond, Secy. to Genl. Gates. (NCSR 1895, XV:160ς161) 

No officer was prepared to take decisive action knowing that Major General Nathanael Greene 

would soon take command. Young Brigadier General William Lee Davidson was sorely 

disappointed that no action was planned at the 25 November meeting. He proposed an 

innovative plan to divide the American Army, but it was rejected. On 27 November, he 

submitted the plan to Colonel Alexander Martin on the North Carolina Board of War, hoping to 

gain its support. 

Sirτ 

By this time you may be acquainted with the position the Army is to take for the 

present. In the meantime it appears to me that a proper Exertion of the Militia 

of my District might greatly Injure, if not totally Ruin, the British Army. I have 

been deliberating on this Matter some time; and submit my plan to your 

Consideration and hope that you will endeavor to promote it or something that 

may be more Eligible. My Scheme is to send Genl. Morgan to the Westward with 

his light Troops & Rifle men, 1000 voluntier Militia which I can raise in 20 days & 

the Refugees from South Carolina and Georgia, to join which will make a 

ŦƻǊƳƛŘŀōƭŜ .ƻŘȅ ƻŦ 5ŜǎǇŜǊŀŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ aƻǊƎŀƴΩǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
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proceed immediately to 96 and possess ourselves of the western parts of South 

Carolina, at the Same time the main Army to move down to the Waxhaws which 

will oblige the Enemy to divide (which will put them quite in our power) or 

vacate the present Posts & collect to one point in which Case we can command 

the Country cut off their supplies and force them to retreat & fight the Militia in 

their own way. The Messenger waits I have neither time nor Room to make 

farther observations. I think the Scheme practicable and certain of success 

unless the Enemy be reinforced. Favor me with your Opinion on this Matter and 

believe me, Dr. Sir. 

Your very Obdt. 

& Hbl. Servt. 

Wm. L. Davidson 

N. B. this comes to you in a private Capacity. 

(Davidson 1780 in NCSR 1895, XIV:759ς760) (Davidson 1780 in Davidson 1951, 

98). 

This letter shows that Davidson originated the imaginative idea to divide the American Army, an 

insight that historians have attributed to Major General Nathanael Greene when he ordered it 

into effect on 16 December. 

On 25 bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΣ DŀǘŜǎ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘŀƭ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ Ƙƛǎ ŀǊƳȅΩǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴΦ Lǘ 

consisted of 1053 Continentals, mostly Marylanders, 1147 ƳƛƭƛǘƛŀƳŜƴΣ Ǉƭǳǎ aƻǊƎŀƴΩǎ 

404 riflemen (Nelson 1976, 251). Another source indicates that the army had 1187 Continentals, 

1283 ƳƛƭƛǘƛŀƳŜƴΣ Ǉƭǳǎ aƻǊƎŀƴΩǎ птс riflemen, a total of 2946. Of these, 743, 873, and 430, 

respectively, a total of 2046, were fit for duty (Lesser 1976, 189). Not mentioned in these 

strength returns were an additional 300 Virginia militiamen led by Brigadier General Edward 

Stevens. 
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Strength Return of 25 November 1780 at Camp New Providence, not original 

Tarleton later described the British assessment during late November: 

About this time, the American force in North Carolina assumed a tolerable 

appearance. General Gates had advanced from Hillsborough in the middle of 

November, to reinforce the detachments on the Yadkin; and on the 25th, he 

again moved forwards with the continentals and militia, to Six-mile run, where 

he was soon joined by Colonels White, Washington, and Armand, with two 

hundred cavalry, and two pieces of cannon. This position was not far distant 

from the frontier of South Carolina, and was adopted in order to give spirit and 

vigour to the militia. The American commander published reports, that he 

would advance to the Tuckaseege ford, to protect the detachments which 

invaded Ninety Six; and that General Smallwood would remain with a powerful 

corps at Six-mile run, which, in case of any movement of Lord Cornwallis across 

Broad river, would incline towards the head of Black creek, to give strength and 

influence to Marion, who, in consequence of such assistance, might be able to 

destroy the communications between Camden and Charles town. (Tarleton 

1787, 181). 


