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Camp New Providence

Synopsis

Camp NewProvidence was a large Revolutionary War Continental Army and militia
encampment located on Providence Road, highway NC16, where it crosses Six Mile Creek. Its
importance is evident from facts:
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North Carolina.
1 It was the most forward fixed American military base opposing the British Army
encampment at Winnsboro, South Carolina, during Octgbecember 1780.
1 Atleast 130Goldiers encamped there forrdonths. These included i@adier General
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and Continental Army Light Infantry companies, and Lieutenant Colgitieam
2 | a KAy F&ehyhental Light Cavalry, all under Major General William Smallwood.
For 5days, the camp had as many as 260(iers. Of these, about 1400 were
Maryland, Delaware, and Virginia Continental soldiers. About 1200 were Rartilina
and Virginia militiamen. During thosedays, Camp New Providence was headquarters
of the Continental Army Southern Department. It always had more soldiers than at
Charlotte. These troop strengths are computed in this document using a detailag tro
deployment, movement, and strength timeline.
1 Many general officers were at this camp. They included: Horatio Gates, William
Smallwood, Isaac Huger, Daniel Morgan, William Davidson, Edward Stevens, and John
Butler. For two weeks, Nathanael Greene comnehftom nearby Charlotte. Other
high-ranking or notable officers at the camp included: Abraham Buford, Otho Holland
Williams, John Eager Howard, William Richardson Davie, Thaddeus Kosciuszko, William
Washington, Anthony White, Charles Armand, and Robetidbd.
9 Its position:
0 was close to rich farms in the Waxhaws that provided forage supplies and
desperately needed provisions.
0 was close to South Carolina, and thus allowed Americans to project several
strong military excursions into South Carolina inclgdime weltknown raid that
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o was linked to Charlotte where supplies were stored and a hospital existed.
0 supported and raised the spirits of local Mecklenburg Whilije assembled in
large numbers to resist the strong British Army.
0 is evident from at least Bontemporaneous officer papers and at leasidddier
pension applications. An 1872 map marks its location as seen and remembered

08 | NBAARSY i Qshowy 2hiurfalSmedind thakis riow obliterdted.
0 was a candidate for Continental Army winter camp, but rejected in favor of
Charlotte.

1 Contemporaneous sources describe soldier hardships and wretched privations that
were suffered with fortitude. Many soldistwere barefooted.

1 Ina25November 1780 meeting, American higgmking officers formulated the
creative, and ultimately successful, dividedNY' @ a G NJ §S3A 0O NBalLkRyas
threat to overrun both Carolinas.
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result of Kings Mountain and ended with the strategic redeployment that resulted in
Cowpens.
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been overlooked by publigll history. This omission is both curious and unfortunate.

9 Troop movements to and from Camp New Providence are shown on world wide web
interactive map
http://www .elehistory.com/amrev/SitesEventsTroopMovements.htm?start=1780
20.

1 In 2009, an application for a North Carolina historical marker was submitted and
approved.

Timeline Format and Citations

This document follows a strict timeline. That format describes the circumstance when a leader
made an important decision or took decisive action. The reader can appreciate the drama of
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History is best appreciated when expressed by actual participants. This document frequently
guotes these participants. To assist further research, citations are embedded in the text and
appear in the form (author yeawritten, series:volume:page) or sona@propriate variation. For
example, a quote within a reference is cited as (pergooted yearguoted in author
yearpublished, series:volume:page). This technique helps evaluate authenticity and, with
careful text analysis, often uncovers precise time plate information. For these reasons, a
citation is more informative than an indirect footnote. Overall, embedded citations efficiently
guide the researcher to the best information available with a minimum of effort. A bibliography
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rank are specified contemporaneous with the event described. For example, Charlestown was
the contemporaneous name of preseday Charleston.

This timeline format with embedded citans creates a working document from which
conjectured scenarios can be tested and into which new evidence can be inserted.

Veteran Pension Applications

On 7June 1832, United States Congress passed a law awarding pensions to all living
Revolutionary War veterans. Each applying veteran testified in court about his service, including
details about time, place, battlesfficers, units, commissions, and discharges. Collaborating
witnesses testified. Excerpts from these applications appear throughout this document.
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In 1780, the American Revolutionary War was ovgedrs old. Since 1775, in the South,

patriots, called Whigs, had controlled the governments in almost all towns and state
governments. They required all residents to sign oaths of allegiance. New stategmnt
constitutions were in effect. State legislatures and governors held office. Those residents who
wish to remain loyal to the British royal government could not hold public office or expect the
Whig governments to protect them. Deep resentments simedefor Syears and exploded

when the British Army invaded the South. In 1778, the British captured Savannah, Georgia. On
12May 1780, after a-6veek siege, they captured Charlestown, South Carolina. All North
Carolina and South Carolina Continental Aregiments were captured and removed from the
war. The British Army, under the command of Lieutenant General Charles Lord Cornwallis,
immediately extended its control into the Carolina upcountry, establishing strong forts at
Augusta, Ninety Six, Camden, a@adorgetown. The British strategy was to encourage local
loyalists to rise up, fight the Whigs, and reestablish loyal governments.

Lieutenant General Charles Cornwallis
Painted by Thomas Gainsborough, 1783,
National Portrait Gallery, London.
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To counter the advancing British Army, the Americans sent a large army under Major General

Horatio Gates towards Camden. Unfortunately for the Americans, Cornwallis defeated this large

army on 16August.

b

Major General Horatio Gates
Painted by Charles W&bn Peale, 1782.

Those American soldiers who escaped death or capture reassembled at Hillsborough, North
Carolina. Those included Gates with about 8ahtinental soldiers plus at least AZnerican
prisoners recaptured by Marion and Ho(§eymour 1780 in Seymour 1883, 28%%)

Hillsborough, Gates attempted to reestablish a respectable army by recruitment and
reorganization. Three light infantry companies were formed by selecting the most swift and
agile young men from the regular units. Captain Brooks commanded the Maryland company,
Captain Robert Kirkwood, the Delaware company, and Captain Bruin, the Virginia company
(Seymour 1780 in Seymour 18&3%0) Lieutenant Colonel John Eager Howard took command of
this light infantry regiment.

Late September, Cornwallis in Charlotte

In September, Cornwallis advanced towards Charlotte, North Carolina, capturing it on

26 Septembeir(W. L. Anderson 2008ajhe American militiamen withdrew as the British
advanced. About 50filitiamen of the Salisbury District militia under Brigadier General William
Davidson were posted at Rocky River on Salisbury Road, prsehighwayJS29 near Lowes
Motor Speedway. On 23eptember, Brigadier General Jethro Sumner with about
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regiment from Granville County was detached to Colonel William Risbar@avie, who with
300cavalrymen moved back towards Charlofiavie 1810 in Robinson 1976, Z6he next day,
Sumner forded Yadkin River at Trading Ford and encamped on the east sideS€ukatber,
Major General Horatio Gates in Hillsborough ordered Sumner to prevent a British advance
beyond the Yadkin RivéGates 1780 in NCSR 1895, XIV.778)
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William Richardson Davie
Patriot Offcer. North Carolina Governor 17@8799. Special envoy to France 1Z2800.
Buried in Waxhaw Presbyterian Church cemetery.
Painted by John VanderLyn in Paris, France, 1800.

Early October, Davidson at Rocky River
On 20ctober, Gates ordered Major General Ndih Smallwood to rush reinforcements to
Brigadier General Jethro Sumner at Trading FNielson 1976, 246)

Colonel Thomas Sumter had been at Hillsborough conferring with South Carolina Governor John
Rutledge. On @©ctober, Rutledge promoted Sumter to brigadier general.

In early October, Cornwallis planned an attack further into North Carolina. Tarleton later wrote:

In the beginning of October it was intended to send a corps from Charlotte

town, under the orders of Liganant-colonel Webster, to attack a party of
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Rocky river(Tarleton 1787, 165)
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Lieutenant Colonel Banastre Tarleton
Painted by John Raph&@mith and Joshua Reynolds, 1782.
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provisions for a march. Davidson presumed that Cornwallis planned to attach his position at
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RA al LILJ2 (Dgvidsoik W80dnéDavidson 1951,.98er weeks of stressful fighting, Davie

became sick, but remain actiyPavie 1810 in Robinson 1976, 2Bavidson reported his

concern to SumnefDavidson 1951,88) 5 GASQa &dzo2NRAYlFGSa /[ FLIGFAY \
Captain Rutledge patrolledkd: NX 2 G (i S (QRavidsis NF8YiS NCSRI1895, XIV:784)

On 80ctober, Gates ordered Colonel Daniel Morgan with hisViéginia riflemen, Lieutenant
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Sumner at Trading For¢Kirkwood 1780, 21Q).L. Anderson 1780, 2)



Brigdier Genéral Daniel Morgan
Painted by Charles Willson Peale, 1794.

7 October, Kings Mountain

In the foothills west of Charlotte, Major Patrick Ferguson led the western detachment of
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they camped on a hilltop near Kings Mountain, aboutr@lés west of Charlotte. The next day,

910American backwoods militiamen appeared unexpectedly and decisively defeated this force.

This American getory was significant because, as a consequence, Cornwallis decided to retreat
from Charlotte back to South Carolina.

On 100ctober, Major George Tate brought news of the Kings Mountain victory to Davidson at
Rocky River. Brigadier General Thomas Sumtas,was returning from Hillsborough, got the
same message. Sumter proceeded on and rejoined his men at Bullocks Creek where they had
gathered after the battle.

12 October, British evacuate Charlotte
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Charlotte. It began in the early evening of@2tober 1780. The British Army was guided glon
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equipment and supplies. During the afternoon ofQdtober, the British arrived at Nation Ford
on Catawba River. Heavy rain, probably caused by the Great &harid 1780, induced many
problems. The British Army was extremely vulnerable. American forces quickly followed the
British but could not take full advantage. Late onddober, the British Army crossed Sugar
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Camp New Providence

Mid October, American advance, Camp New Providence
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Mill (Kirkwood 1780, 21Q)T. L. Anderson 1780,. Hollowing behind Morgan, Smallwood
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reached Salisbury on Z0ctober(Smallwood 1780 in NCSR 1895, XIV:™®3nner had a long
career in the North Carolina Continental Line. He was disappointed that Smallwood, a
Marylander, was given command of North Carolina brigade. Gbc26ber, hesubmitted his

NBaAaylidAazy G2 {YIHfftg22Rd aL FSStf YeaStF RAAGNDB:

2F GKS [ A yREnkig B971a257His dommand included militiamen undesl@el John
Paisley Guilford County, and Brigadier General John Buiédisborough District militia.

Major General William Smallwood
Maryland Continental Officer

Assigned command of North Carolina militia.
Painted by Charles Willson Peale, 1782.

While on the march towards Charlotte, Smallwood devised a tentative plan to attack the British.
On 200ctober, he wrote Gates that Davidson was ¢onenand both the North Carolina and
Virginia militiamen. Sumter was to command the South Carolina and Georgia militia. Morgan
was to command the Continental light infant(&mallwood 180 in NCSR 1895, XIV:¢0a5)
(Davidson 1951, 93)

On 200ctober, Davidsoadvanced to where Providence Road crossed Six Mile Craeke
horses could water and gragPavie 1810 in Robinson 1976, 2Gyaham 1827 in Graham
1904b, 284 McLeary, Michael, pension application 1882&rnon 1832 in Draper 1873,
VV:10:169, 178)The camp was lrdhiles from Charlotte and, at that time, entirely within
Mecklenbug County. Today, Six Mile Creek forms the boundary between Mecklenburg and
Union Counties.

Davidson passed his previous McAlpine Creek campsite used befSepgimber. This time he

was not on the defensive. By camping seven miles further south, he exbbketter access to
provisions. He was closer to South Carolina. Six Mile Creek banks had gentle slopes, suitable for
a large camp. Its headwaters were immediately upstream which provided a constant flow of
clean water.



Six Mile Creek, site of Camp New\Rdence

A

Davidson create€amp New Providenomly 8days after Cornwallis evacuated Charlotte and

1 day before Cornwallis crossed Catawba River east to west. This new camp asserted American

control of the east side of Catawba River as far south as the Waxhaws.

On 17April 1872, Samuel Ellison BedkCharlotte resident, wrote a letter responding to
guestions from professional historian Lyman Draper. Belk wrote that acquaintance James

| 2dza G 2y andtheNAsa o/ dirl, rememberedssing through the camp and seeing
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sketched amap of the camp in relation to Providence Road and other landmarks. He reported
that the camp was on the plantation of loyalist Samuel L(B&#tk 1872 ibraper 1873,
VV:6:297299)(Poteet 20092017) Today, that location is within therovidence Crossiragnd
HighGatehousing developments.
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Burial gpund shown on north sid¢Belk 1872 in Draper 1873, VV:6:299)

On 30August 1832George Findley testifieth a Lawrene County, Tennessee, court:
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Carolina in the latter part of the summer 1780 shortly after Gates Defeat under

Captain James Rees in Gohncis Locks Regiment commanded by General
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application 1832)

On 13January 1834, Shared Grayformer resident of Mecklenburg Countgstified:

The militia of North Carolina assembled in a large body in Mecklenburg County
near a Meetinghouse called New Providence. At this place a large body of the
Regular Continental Army was also encamped. Thinks that GeGatds and

the Greene were both at this place sometime during the stay of the troops
there, but does not recollect distinctly which was in command of the Army.
General Morgan & Colonel Washington with their respective commands, were
also at this placqGray, Shared, pension application 1834)

On 14May 1833, Doctor James Rankin Alexanden of Hezekiah Alexandégstified, that he
was:
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appointed surgeon to a Regiment of Militia raised in Mecklenburg County (N. C.)
commanded by Colonel William L. Davidson. His Regiment was first for a while
stationed at Rocky River in company with a @dlliam R. Davy of Militia

Cavalryt thence they bth moved to Six Mile Creek between Charlotte &
Camden where they joined Generals Smallwood & Morgan with their forces.
(Alexander, James Rankin, pension application 1833)

22 October, Continental light infantry arrives at Camp  New Providence

On 210ctober, Smallwood, Morgan ' YR 2 | aKAYy G2y Q& dzyAGaz éAGK
YI NOKSR G2 ailiodhl BAESFAl &8t 2 515 E AfldrsBrNIEED, 2K 2 dz& S
(Kirkwood 1780, 216)hat site was probably along Edwards Branch. Today, that location is in

the back of Evergreen Cemetery on an abandoned regdent that connected presesttay

Kilborne Drive and Sharon Amity Rd&arden 2010)0On 220ctober, theyjoined Davidson at

Six Mile Creek, raising the total strength to 1306n (Kirkwood 1780, 214). L. Anderson

1780, 2)Smallwood 1780 in NCSR 1895, XIV:@&np New Providentead several

advantages:

1 It raised the spirits of Mecklenburg Whigs.

9 It projected Americarfiorces 14miles south of Charlotte. It asserted American control
east of Catawba River.

9 It provided a base for foraging the farms in the Waxhaw region of both Carolinas.

9 It recaptured assets centered near Charlotte including many gristmills, a hospital, ci
leaders, and skilled craftsmen like blacksmiths.

9 It provided control of roads leading south from Charlotte. Those were: Providence Road,
Camden Road, and Nation Ford Road and theireast connecting roads.

9 It had relatively clean water since it was near the sourcginiMile Creek.

On 220ctober, British Major General Alexander Legigembarked 2508oldiers at

Portsmouth, Virginia. This force was desidrio support Cornwallis as a diversion in the

American rear. It was ineffective because Cornwallis was already on the defensive. Soon, Leslie
soldiers reboarded ship and sailed to Charlestown.

When Smallwood learned that Cornwallis had crossed the Cataww A @SNJ | & [ | YRQA
decided not to attackSmallwood 1780 in NCSR 1895, XIV:{&yidson 1951, 94olonel

Davie created an advanced post w00 @I £ NB YSy y ®aviellgld iyRolison C 2 NR
1976, 28)

On 21May 1833 Daniel Apple testifieth a Guilfead County, North Carolina, court:

That in August 1780 in the County of Guilford N Carolina he volunteered as a
private militaman was under Capt Jacob Clapp of the regiment commanded by
Col John Paisley. That immediately thereafter he was marched undsaithe
Captain to the South passing through Salisbury to Charlotte in Mecklenburg
County: a few miles beyond which these troops were met by the British under

11
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Cornwallis when we retreated repassing Salisbury and the Yadkin River being
pursued by the enemy, ere our troops were encamped for something like a
week, where upon the British returning South our forces were again marched
after them and the main army went as far as what was called the Six Mile Creek
where it encamped and this applicant was detachede3: as one of a scout of
reconnoitering party that they pursued the enemy as far as the Catawba River
upon the border of So Carolina upon reaching the main army we remained
there encamped until he was discharged by direction of his Col the said John
Pasley.(Apple, Daniel, pension application 1833)

On 230ctober, in Philadelphia, the Continental Congress appointed Major General Nathanael
Greene to succeed Gates. Greene immediately conferred with General George Washington and
began his trip south. When news of this transfer reached the Southern Army in early beyem
commanders began to postpone major decisions.

On 240ctober, a correspondent for theennsylvania Packezported from Camp New
Providence:

General Davidson and colonel Davie possess the entire confidence of their

troops, and discipline is better than formerly, when it was more lax. It would

give you pleasure to see the order our camp is in at present, and [we] are much

L SIFaSR ¢gAGK ISYSNIf {YIffg22RQE | NNA DI f
command.(Davidson 1951, 94)
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persuaded Smallwood to send an overture to Cornwallis 0®&dber to arrange an exchange
of these men.

The Prisoners taken the Neighborhood of Charlotte, whose names you will
observe below, | understand are very solicitous to obtain an Exchange. Perhaps
your Lordship would have no Objection to admit of a partial Exchange of those
Persons for a like number now in our Possessidmose Situation and
Circumstances may not be altogether dissimilar. If this Proposition should meet
with your Approbation, you will be so obliging to signify it, that the Exchange
may take place.

Richard Thomas, William Rankin, Andrew Baxter, John Méd&ley Adair,
William Wyley, William Wallace, Alexander Bro{@mallwood 1780 in NCSR
1895, XIV:71QDavidson 1951, 94)

On 250ctober, the Continentdight infantry repositioned ahead of the militia to better defend
the camp(Kirkwood 1780,21€) { S@Y2dzNJ ¢ NR (S (KIFd GKS ySgfe
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Dragoons, joined us, which, together with the Light Infantry and three corepaiiiRiflemen,
F2NXSR (KS (Sfnioidr 780 in Segfmdub £883, 298) this time, Morgarearned

of his 130ctaber commission of brigadier general from the Continental Condileds. Anderson
1780, 2) He was already a living legend for his participation in the storming of Quebec City and
the battle at Saratoga, New York.

Lieutenant Colonel William Washington
Painted by Charles Willson Peale, 178132.
Washington reenactor Daniel Murphy,"8Continental Light Dragoons

On 260ctober 1832Richard Vernon testifgtin a Davidson County, Tennessee, court:
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Gen.Davidson marched us down about the Waxhaw Settlement and took up
Winter Quarters at a place called New Pr&ride when CoMorgan joined us
also ColHoward commanding the Maryland Continental troops while we

remained here. CoMorgan was promoted to Gen,and Col2 ¢  NRQ& . | GG+t A2y

gra FGadrOKSR (2 KA& . NAIFRS® 2SS NBYIFAYSR
exLJA NB(YednonXRichard, pension application 1832)
On 250ctober, in South Carolina, Colonel Francis Masiith 150men emerged from their

hidden camp at Snow &id and crossed the Pee Dee River. The next morning, they attacked a
detachment of British soldiers at Tearcoat SwafBpchanan 1997, 245)

13


http://southerncampaign.org/pen/s1883.pdf

Colonel Francis Marion crossing Pee Dee I_?ivef by Ferry
Painted by William Raey, 1850.

On 270ctober, Smallwood wrote Gates that he believed Cornwallis would retreat to
Charlestown. Smallwood encouraged Gates to march the remaining Continentals to Camp New
t NEOARSYOS (2 {ShilvgbdT80iInKNESR1896)X I {dYidson 1951,

94).

Late October, Cornwallis requests reinforcements, Americans need supplies

On 290ctober, the British Armgncamped at Winnsboro, South Carolina, a town equally distant
from Camden and Ninety Six fofStedman 1794, 2:226They used Mount Zion Academy
grounds.

LORD CORNWAL
: GCT 1780 ~ JA
o - DONATED BY

[ THOMAS WOODWARD CH,
TH MASR AJUNE 192

British Army Winnsboro Encampment

Cornwallis immediately requested reinforcements from General Henry Clinton.
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Carolina again to violate their paroles, and to unite under a leader in the eastern

part of the province. Mr[Francis] Marion, by his zeal and abilities, shewed

himself capable of this trust committed to his charge. He collected his adherents

at the shortest notice, in the neighbourhood of Black river, and, after making

incursions into the friendly districts, ¢inreatening the communications, to

avoid pursuit, he disbanded his followers. The alarms occasioned by these

insurrections frequently retarded supplies on their way to the army; and a late

NBLEZ2NI 2F alNA2yQad aGNBy3idKhoR&If @SR GKS 2dzy O
arrived from New York for the corps in the country. The G4thiiment of
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given to Lieutenantolonel Tarleton to pass the Wateree to awe the insurgents.

(Tarleton 1787, 171)

When Sumtetearned that Cornwallis created new headquarters at Winnsboro, he recalled his
YSYy IyR SyOFYLISR gSad 2F /I 4l igdper New ZcuisltidnG 2 A€ £ A L
District, presentday York County, South Carolifass 1961, 94)

At Camp New Providence, despite expectations, scarcities soon arose.@ztoBer,
Smallwood wrote Maand Governor Thomas Lee:

Sir Since my Last Nothing material has occurred except a Great Scarcity of
Provisions. CéiPolkhas not even supplied the Regular Troops. Our principal
Subsistancéas been brought in by Detachments, which they took from the
Disaffected who have gone over to the Enemy, and | have now not less than
¢g2 |1 dzyRNBR aSy SYLX2@8QR 2y GKI{d 5dzié gKAOK
supplying the Troops till the Late Provision Actdoltecting the specific Tax in
Provision is more effectually carried into Execution, which | fear at last will not
afford an ample Supply; in addition to what Purchases can be made. Forage is
also much exhausted, and cannot long be procured for any comaditdeForce,
Plundering prevails to an amazing Degree by Persons who go under the
RSY2YAYylI A2y @malwoadilay, 45516 datwood 178Mi
NCSR 1895, XIV:728mallwood 1780 in Davidson 1951,.95)
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Smallwood intended to remain at th&dcation and had ordered his soldiers to construct
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Polk caused a negative reaction which Smallwood clarifiedNo¥&mber correspondence

which exonerated P&l(Smallwood 1780 in NCSR 1895, XI\,742)
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Camp New Providence physical description

Camp New Providenagas large. Although there is no known written description of its

appearance, it can be inferred from historical knowledge of how such camps were equipped,
organized, and operatefPeterson 1968)it probably had about 40@nts pitched on the high

ground on both sides of Six Mile Creek. Tents were mostly white in color, alfeet tall with

steeply inclined sides. They were called common or wedge tents. Each tent as assigned to as
many as &rivates(Risch 1981, 148But because of guard and extra duties, the average use

was about Jorivates. Horses grazed along the creek banks. There were hundreds of smoky
campfires where soldiers typically ate two meals a day, breakfast and supper. Wezals

prepared in small groups of 4 otfiridividuals. While in camp, soldiers drilled under the guidance

of a sergeant. They also repaired their uniforms, shoes, saddles, and harnesses. Militiamen wore
hunting shirts and linen trousers. Continental soldisme buffcolored trousers and blue

21 018Ga t1 OSSR gAUGK O2f2NR AYyRAOIFIGAY3I GKSANI K2YS
jackets, white leather trousers, and leather helmets.

North Carolina and Virginia militiamen
From National Park ServiceyiGord Courthouse, web site.
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From National Park Service, Guilford Courthouse, web site.

Normally, each Continental Army regiment included a chaplain, a surgeon, drsnamek fifers.

The typical rardandile soldier was illiterate. Highanking officers probably had marquee tents

with vertical walls, oval in shape, and the size of a small room. In these tents were a few chests
of professional and personal baggage andgale folding wooden chairs and table. Compared

G2 G2RIFeQa ! yAGSR {dFidSa !'Nyez 2FFAOSNER 6SNB I f:
about strategic concerns. Officers at Camp New Providence were capable men. Some were
highly educated and articale in their letters and written orders. Wealthy officers often

traveled with a personal servant. During leisure time, officers socialized with local prominent
families. Dancing was a favorite pastime. However, such socializing may not have been an
option at Camp New Providence since historic documents mention no nearby farmhouses or
other structures closer than the Presbyterian church,iles away. In a 2Movember letter,
Lieutenant Colonel Otho Holland Williams mentioned that he hunted deer on thré®ipo
consecutive mornings. There were probablywiiyons carrying gunpowder, tents, officer

baggage, or barrels of rum. The camp was a busy place. Every few hours, express riders arrived
and departed carrying written status reports, strength returns, Hrallatest news. During the

day, local farmers arrived with cattle, chickens, and wagons of produce hoping to sell for
currency. Camp New Providence was occupied during the autumn foliage change and the
beginning of cold weather. Sickness was common. Uketbsoldier graves may be located at
Camp New Providence.

Occasionally, soldiers were ordered to m@ok their meals for a four to six day march. In the
1700s, walking 2fhiles a day was common. No one recorded it as extraordinary. Each soldier
carried hs musket with cartridges, and food provisions. Shoes wore out quickly, sometimes
requiring a soldier to march barefoot. In the late 1700s, shoe technology was surprisingly
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primitive. The concept of separate left and right shoes had not evolved. Alsoreyaie
consumed considerable time and concern. Boots were very expensive and thus seldom used.

Early November, Main army leaves Hillsborough, Incursions into South Carolina

On 2November, Gates ordered his adjutant general, Lieutenant Colonel Otho H@lgliains

to march the remaining main army towards Salisbury. They included abowa@g0and,
Delaware, and Virginia Continentals along witlr@llery cannons. Gates followed a fewyda
later with 130mounted Continentalg(Rankin 1971, 258Yhese two troops of cavalrymen were
commanded by Colonel Charles Armamdi Lieutenant Colonel Anthony White

Delaware Continental Officer
Adjutant General of Southern Army
Promoted brigadier general in 1782.

Painted by Charles Willson Peale, 1784.

From Camp New Providence, the American Army projected deep incursior&oimtio Carolina.
On 3November, Smallwood issued the following order to Morgan:

Camp New Providence, 3d November, 1780
Dear Sir:

Having understood that the disaffected Inhabitants in the settlements of Lynch
Creek, and Waxhaw, since the retreat of theiBhifrom Charlotte, have
meditated the removal of their property to Camden, | was induced to order
Colo.Davie with a detachment down into that quarter, to intercept all such
property, which he might apprehend was about to be removed, and to draw
what suppies of forage, and Provisions, could otherwise be procured, exclusive
of the stock necessary for consumption of the remaining Inhabitants.
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I have this day received intelligence that a party of four hundred British &
Tories, have advanced up to the Hangrark, to cover the disaffected who are
actually removing not only their own effects, but the property of such Whigs as
they fall in with, and apprehending the detachment under Cblavie will be
annoyed in the Execution of their Duty, You will therefoe proceed down with
the Cavalry, Light Infantry, and Rifle men below the Range of his duty, to cover
them in the discharge thereof. March with all imaginable secrecy and
dispatch, and if possible give the enemy a stroke at the Hanging Rock, should
they dill be there, and no powerful reasons against it.

In accomplishing your views should it be necessary you will call to your aid any
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obstructedt

It will be unnecessary to cautigrou to guard against a surprise, and to restrain
the soldiery from distressing such of the Inhabitants as may merit your
attention. Your own Judgment and vigilance in the first instance, and your
Humanity and discretion in the latter, will govern

It is ot improbable but you may fall in with part of our Tents, Waggons, and

L
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fall in with under that description secure and forward to camp

You will give me the earliest, and frequentdlligence of your transactions, and
as speedy as possible accomplishing the views comprised in your Instructions,
return to campt distribute the orders prohibition plundering, copies of which
are Enclosed and it may not be amiss to give assurancesibf taesuch Tories,
who may return and submit to the mercy of their country, intimating that
proclamations to that purpose will be issuad.Wishing you success and a
pleasant tour, | am, with sinceme

Your obdt. Humble servt.
W. SmallwoodSmallwood 1780 in Hunt 1892&)

Beginningd 2 SY0 SNE/ agiNBY §FR@l t  AIKEG Ay Tl yiNE
towards Camdn. They stopped at Hanging Rpnkar presentay Heath Springs, South
Carolina(Seymour 1780 in Seymour 1883, 29Mis incursion caused a Baitireaction.

EarlCornwallis was impressed with an idea that the Americans had a design
upon Camden : The report of the advance of General Morgan towards the head
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plausibility to the supposition. The situation and importance of the magazine
[Camden] caused early jealousy and immediate attention. The light troops,

19

2|.

27



however, on their arrival at Camden, found reason to expect an attack from
General Morgan, and Lieutenaoblonel Tarleton thought the opportunity
favorable to commence an expedition against MariQrarleton 1787, 171)

On 6November, Smallwood sent thellowing vague order to Morgan:
Camp 6thNovember, 1780
Dear Sir:

I have just recd. Advice from GeSumter, that a favourable opportunity of

effecting something to our advantage offers on the other side the Catawba; you

will therefore view the expedierycof dispatching your tour below as soon as

possible that we may avail ourselves.We have had no news since you left us,

neither of the British in Virginianorof GebBll § SaQa O02YAy3 2y 2NJ F2NB | |
the Continental Troops. | expect the Augusta [VigjiRlifle men here to

morrow, one Hundred and Six in number, these | shall detain here unless you

should require them below, as | imagine their service with you at this time will

not be wantingt

I am with Sincere regard
Your Obd. Hble Servt.
W. Smallwood

P. S. The Enemy are still in Winsborough, Sumter informs me are likely to remain
there for some time and continue to make detachments some distance from
their campt after Provisions & PlundefSmallwood 1780 in Hunt 1892,d1)

On 7November, Smallwood sent an order to Morgan:
Camp N. Providence, 7tov. 1780

Dear Sir;

¢
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amount of five hundred Cavalry and Infey mounted, was three days ago at

the ferry opposite Camden; this hint | think necessary to give, to guard you
against a surprise, or any excursion they may have in view to attack you in a
divided state, or intercept any of your partiesyou will therebre avail yourself

of the Hint, and keep a watchful eye on their motions, should they approach
upward

I am
with great regard
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your ob Hle servt
W. Smallwood.

N. B. (This information comes from G&umpter)t Since writing the above |
have it from good autbrity that Tarleton had crossed to Camden and had
moved from there before Day. On Sunday mornind\@&ember] he gave out

he was going up the Hanging Rock road, but | rather think he took the road to
the High Hills of Santee against Marion, otherwise yust have fallen in with
him; he is Four Hundred Strong. | would therefore recommend that you move
up & draw your and the principal part of Davies force to a point, covering such
detachments as it may be necessary to make; by this means you will be more
than sufficient to cope with him should he approach upwards. | shall send a
detachment down to join you in the morning, and could wish our force would
admit of a strong one. Give me the earliest intimation of occurrences, and your
opinion of moving a largefce to you. | am persuaded you will be vigilant and
cautious and then you will have nothing to dread. Ad{@mallwood 1780 in

Hunt 1892, 1¢13)

Morganand Washington returned to Camp New Providence, arriviNg\@mbern(Seymour
1780 in Seymour 1883, 290)here Morgan learned that Gates was to be recalled. He wrote
Gates:

I am informed you are to be recall'd, for which I am sorry and glad both, for |
don't think it will be in the power of any genl. officer who commands in this
country to add to his reputation, whatever he may loose from it. | was informed
that you was appreénsive | had joined a party against you. | intended to
convince you to the contrary by my conduct, and not mention the matter to
you; but as you are going away, that will not be in my power; must therefore
tell, on my word and Honor, that | never had th@shdistant thought of such a
thing, nor was a thing of that Kind ever mentioned to me, or | would have let
you a known it immediately, for | despise party matters as | do the devil. | would
be very glad to see you before you leave the army, if posgifdiergan 1780 in
NCSR 1895, XIV:730)

On 6November, Major General Gatasrived at Guilford Courthouse with his entourage of

cavalry. Thee he met Virginia Brigadier General Edward Stevétishis 300militiamen. They

GSNBE Afft SldALIISR (G2 O2yliAydsSSed {2 DIFiSa aSyR (K¢
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249)

On 7November, the North Carolina Board of War informed Davidson that it had intended to
ASYR KAY | a4l 2NASYl yQa packy, &> & 2adzR oaS0a&yYS A0 adl 2
(Davidson 1951, 95)
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Your Letter of the 24th of last Month by some Mistake was not forwarded to me
for several Days. | understand that some Prisoners who were on their March
from Camden to Charlestown made their Escape, but have not yet had an
Opportunity of informing myself whether those mentioned in your Letter were

of the number. If they are stilhiour Possession, | will agree to Exchange them

for Persons in similar Situation and Circumstances. | must now observe that the
cruelty exercised on the Prisoners taken under Major Ferguson is shocking to
humanity; and the hanging poor old Colonel Millsilonwvas always a fair and

open Enemy to your Cause, was an act of the most Savage barbarity. It has also
been reported to me that Capt. Oates, of Colo. Gray's Militia, who was taken
near the Pedee, was lately put to Death without any Crime being laid to his
charge. From the Character which | have heard of you, Sir, | cannot suppose that
you can approve of these most cruel Murders; but | hope you will see the
necessity of interposing your Authority to stop this bloody Scene; Which must
oblige me, in justicea the suffering Loyalists, to retaliate on the unfortunate
Persons now in my power.

| am not conscious that any persons have hitherto been executed by us, unless
for bearing Arms, after having given a Military Parole to remain quietly at home;
or for enroing themselves voluntarily in our Militia, receiving Arms and
Ammunition from the King's Store & taking the first Opportunity of joining our
Enemies. The only Persons who were hanged at Camden, After the actions of
the 16th. & 18th., except some Desertdérsm our Army, were two or three of

the latter description, who were picked out from about Thirty, convicted for the
like offence, on account of some particularly aggravating Circumstances which
attended their case.

I would willingly Exchange any of thertfoor South Carolina Militia, who may
be prisoners with us, for those who were taken on King's Moun{@arnwallis
1780 in NCSR 1895, XIV:7834)(Davidson 1951, 95)

On 11November, Gatearrived at Salisbury. There he ordered Stevens to march his newly
equipped militiamen to Salisbury.

On 13November, Gates replied to Morgan:

I hear by reporthat | am to be recalled, and that Greene is to succeed to the
command of the Southern department. But of this | have not the smallest
intimation from Congress, which, | conceive, would have been the case, had the
business been finally settled. | thinkaetly as you do in regard to the

command, and am impatient for the arrival of General Greé@ates 1780 in

Hunt 1892, 9)
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On 14November, a British messenger, carrying a white flag, approached Camprideidence
along Providence Road. Smallwood believed its purpose was to spy on the American
encampment, and so sent it back without a re@@eymour 1780 in Seymour 1883, 291)

{ Yl g2 2 Ry hawbeeijBtfied, since o8cember, Cornwallis reported to his
superior General Henry Clinton:

Smallwood has been encamped from the beginning of last month with about
thirteen hundred Militia, a Corps of 2%0ontinentals under Morgan and
70Dragoons Commanded by Washington, aboutndis on this side of

Charlotte Town, his front guarded by Davie and other irregular Corps, who have
committed the most shocking cruelties and the most horrid Murders on those
suspected of being our friends that I$WJ K S I (RARinsBriFL95X, 88)

On 15November, the American general officers at Salisbury met and decided to encamp the
American army at Charlotte while Cornwallis remained encamped at WinngNetson 1976,
249). The existing Charlotte hospital may have been a consideration.

lo2dzi GKAa GAYSY SytftralySyida 2F 5F @ARE&A2Y | YR 51 ¢
relatively lenient in issuing discharges. OrNidvember, Davieomplained to Smallwood that
he needed the men that Davidson was discharging. He wrote:

The torments of the damned are scarcely equal to the torture of my feelings
there five of six days past, from the rage of the militia for returning home. Most
of themdeserted before the last evenin{Davidson 1951, 96)

5/ GAS o6FyR2YSR KA& I Rl y OS altié2820in Rabinspn- y RQ& C2 NF
1976, 38)YRobinson 1957, 88Pavie planned to raise a legion of mounted infantrymen attached

to Brigadier General Morgan for¢Pavie 1820 in Robinson 1976, 39) Stisbury, on

23 November, heappealed for authority from the North Carolina Board of War, but his

application was not considerggiamilton and Battle 1907, 8)

On 20November, Gatearrived in Charlotte with the 70Qontinentals and 40Borth Carolina

and Virginia militiamen. About this time, Gates learned that hig€2-old son Robert had died
ofillness(Nelson 1976,25@ 2 Af f A Ya ONRGS KAA G6AFS OGKIG KS g1
(Williams 1780, 70)

On 20November, Sumtedefeated Tarletot G . f I (butavés Bebiqushdinjured.
Immediately after the battle, Sumter was carried on a stretcher to a nearby house.
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House whee, by tradition, Sumter recovered from wounds immediately after battle.
On 22November, Davidson wrote Sumter:

My anxiety for you (least your Wound be fatal) is such that | have scarcely spirit

to congratulate you on your glorious victory. | sincerelyhwisu a speedy

recovery, and in the meantime regret the Want of your services in the field, at

GKA&d ONARGAOIET YR AYLRNIFIYG Wdzy OGdzNE® DSy Qf
be at Charlotte tomorrow, We lie at the old post a dead weight on the Publick.

think | am possessed of all the patience necessary to my profession but | assure

you it is nearly exhauste@Davidson 1780 in Davidson 1951,.97)

Before 23November, Colonel Isaac Shelhsited Camp New Providence hoping to participate.
Morgan wrote Gates:

Colo. Shelby have been in camp for some time, wating to lend his Aid, should
any thing go on offensive, but apprehending not much & done this winter.

And his domestick business call for him, and he having no command, is now on
his way home. | have been speaking to him to raise about three hundred good
Rifle men this winter for the campaign, & join me early in the sp(iMgrgan

1780 in NCSR 1895, XIV:7480)

Mid November, Main army marches to Camp New Providence, Officer meeting

On 22November, Major General Horatio Gatsng with the newly arrived 7000ntinental
regular infantry and 40énilitiamen marched from Charlotte to Camp New Providence. The new
Continentals camped a mile further down Providence R&symour 1780 in Seymour 1883,
291) probably near preseniay Weddington. That raised the total camp strength to
approximately 260@oldiers.

On 290ctober 1832William Neel tesified in a Giles County, Virginia, court:

In the year 1780 (as he thinks) he went as a volunteer from Augusta County,
Virginia with a company under the command of C&ptchannan in company
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with two other companies commanded by Captdate and Gilmore from the
state of North Carolina and joined General Morgan at Six Mile Ciidekl,
William, pension application 1832)

On 25November, William Pendergasgported the scarce ste of supplies to Gates:

I have this morning examined the State of provisions in Camp, & find them very
scarce and a great likelyhood of a greater scarcity. There is but one Waggon load
of Meal now in Camp (two or three more are expected this day). THe Which

grind are a great distance from Camp (& but two in employ); the one belongs to
Colo. Polk, which is fourteen miles distant, & the other four are five & twenty.
There are Mills nigher, | am inform'd, but no grain collected in the neighborhood
of them; therefore thought it highly necessary to make this rep@endergast

1780 in NCSR 1895, XIV:757)

Atthecamp,on2b 2 3SYO SNE DI GSa O2yRdzOGSR Fy &NMNLEZ2NIFY G Y
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camp suitability. In attendance were Major General William SmallywBodadier General

Daniel MorganBrigadier General William Lee DavidsBrigadier General Isaac Huger
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Colonel Abraham BufordLieutenant Colonel William Washingtand Lieutenant Colonel John

Eager HowardThese were all the principal officers of tBeuthern Continental Army except for

Lieutenant Colonel Otho Holland Williamvbo was in Charlotte. Davie was in Salisbury planning

G2 SadlofArakK I afSIA2yEé T2 Nbysliekre.lGhtest | OS YAt AGAL
contemplated making Camp New Providence the winter camp of the Army Southern

Department. However, during this meeting, the officers decided to relocate to Chafh@&8R

1895, XV:16€161)(Davidson 1951, 97)

At a Council of War held at the Camp at New Providence, in the State of North
Carolina, the 25tiNovember, 1780, Consisting of
The Commander in Chief.

Major General Smallwood.

Brigadier Generdfuger.

Brigadier General Morgan.

Brigadier General Davidson.

Colonel Kosciusko, Chief Engineer.

Colonel Buford.

Lt. Colonel Howard.

Lt. Colonel Washington.

The Council being assembled, the Commander in Chief acquainted them

Thatt The want of Provisions arkbrage in this CampThe advanced Season of
the Year The almost total Failure of the Herbagd@he entire want of a
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Magazine of Salted Meat and the Uncertainty of providingTihe increasing
Sickness and the unwholesome Situation of the Caifipe want of anyroper
accommodation for the sickThe want of Hospital Stores and proper Comforts
necessary for sick and deceased Soldidree probability of a Reinforcement
being sent from the Enemy at New YorKhe Invasion of Virginia, and the
apparent Prospect of STHNNE  / f Ay 12y Qa adzLILR NI Ay 3 GKI
Commanding a Coperation with LordCornwallis The State and Strength of
this army compared with that of the Enemy, and the Expectancy of
Reinforcements coming to our Army, are the motives which induced him to
assemble the Council of War and to request their Opinion of the Movements
and the Position the Army ought to take in the present circumstances.

The Council having fully deliberated upon the matter before thetmd the

guestion being put, What Position the s ought to take? Whether at or near

Charlotte, or at the Waxhaws, or in that Neighborhood, The Junior Member,

Lieut. Colonel Washington, gave it as his Opmi®hat at or near Charlotte

should be the present Position of the Army, to which every other lmamof the
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Waxhaws, taking post there for three weeks, and then returning to Charlotte.

{ A3y QR
Horatio Gates. W. Smallwood. Isaac Huger. Daniel Morgan. Wm. Davidson.
Thad. Kosciuko. N. Buford. J. E. Howard. Wm. Washington.

True Copy. Chrisr. Richmond, Secy. to Geatles(NCSR 1895, XV:18®1)

No officer was prepared to take decisive action knowing that Major General Nath@neehe
would soon take command. Young Brigadier General William Lee Davidson was sorely
disappointed that no action was planned at thelvember meeting. He proposed an
innovative plan to divide the American Army, but it was rejected. ON@&mber, he
submitted the plan to Colonel Alexander Martin the North Carolina Board of War, hoping to
gain its support.

Sin

By this time you may be acquainted with thesition the Army is to take for the

present. In the meantime it appears to me that a proper Exertion of the Militia

of my District might greatly Injure, if not totally Ruin, the British Army. | have

been deliberating on this Matter some time; and submit pian to your

Consideration and hope that you will endeavor to promote it or something that

may be more Eligible. My Scheme is to send Gédatgan to the Westward with

his light Troops & Rifle men, 1000luntier Militia which | can raise in 2lays &

the Refugees from South Carolina and Georgia, to join which will make a
T2NYARIFIOES . 2R& 2F 5SalLISNIFR2Sa GKS ¢gK2¢t S
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proceed immediately to 96 and possess ourselves of the western parts of South
Carolina, at the Same time theamm Army to move down to the Waxhaws which
will oblige the Enemy to divide (which will put them quite in our power) or
vacate the present Posts & collect to one point in which Case we can command
the Country cut off their supplies and force them to retr&fight the Militia in

their own way. The Messenger waits | have neither time nor Room to make
farther observations. | think the Scheme practicable and certain of success
unless the Enemy be reinforced. Favor me with your Opinion on this Matter and
believe me, Dr. Sir.

Your very Obdt.
& Hbl. Servt.
Wm. L. Davidson

N. B. this comes to you in a private Capacity.
(Davidson 1780 in NCSR 1895, XI\,769)(Davidson 1780 in Davidson 1951,
98).

This letter shows that Davidson originated the imaginative idea to divide the American Army, an
insight that historians have attributed to Major General Nathanael Greene when he ordered it
into effect on 16December.

On25b 2 SYOSNE DI GSa ddooYAGGISR (G2 GKS /2yiGAySydalt
consisted of 1058ontinentals, mostly Marylanders, 1147A f AGA YSY X LJ dzaA a2 NH!I y C
404riflemen(Nelsonl976, 251) Another source indicates that the army had 118Mtinentals,

1283Y At AUA L YSYy I Lifledzan, satctaNG 20460k thase, ©43, 873, and 430,

respectively, a total of 2046, were fit for dutiyeser 1976, 189)Not mentioned in these

strength returns were an additional 300 Virginia militiamen led by Brigadier General Edward

Stevens.
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Strength Return of 2Blovember 1780 at Camp New Providence, not original
Tarletonlater described the British assessment during late November:

About this time, the American force in North Carolina assumed a tolerable
appearance. General Gates had advanced from Hillsborough in the middle of
November, to reinforce the detachments on the Yadkin; and on the 25th, he
again moved forwards with the continentals and militia, tot8ile run, where

he was soon joined by Colonels White, Washington, and Armand, with two
hundred cavalry, and two piece$ @annon. This position was not far distant
from the frontier of South Carolina, and was adopted in order to give spirit and
vigour to the militia. The American commander published reports, that he
would advance to the Tuckaseege ford, to protect the detaents which

invaded Ninety Six; and that General Smallwood would remain with a powerful
corps at Skmile run, which, in case of any movement of L&arnwallis across
Broad river, would incline towards the head of Black creek, to give strength and
influence to Marion, who, in consequence of such assistance, might be able to
destroy the communications between Camden and Charles t¢Tarleton

1787, 181)
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