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Introduction 
Letter of Recommendation 

Bethel So Carolina 
It is herby certified that the Bearers John Moor & Jane his Wife were 

raised from Children in this Congregationτthat both before & since 
they were married they have been constant, regular and grave 
attendants in public Worshipτthat they were lawfully married on 
Augt 24 1786τthat they are in full Communion with the Church & 
are hereby recommended, being under no public scandal, to equal 
Privileges where ever God may cast their Lotsτ 

July 31 1789 
Per. Ordr of Session 

Francis Cummins V. O. M. 
 

ώWƻƘƴ aƻƻǊ ǿŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ {ǳƳǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ {ǳƳǘŜǊΩǎ ŎŀƳǇ 
on Clems Branch.] 
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Colonial Wagon Road 
Trading Path, Camden-Charlotte Road, road to Charlestown 
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Clems Branch Campground 
 rest-ǎǘƻǇ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ƻƴ /ŀƳŘŜƴςCharlotte Road 

 gateway between Carolinas. view of NC side, SC side in woods 
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Campground Location 
where 3 linear features coincide: Clems Branch, state line, and old road 
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Three Historical Events 
at Clems Branch 

Å/ƻƭƻƴŜƭ {ǳƳǘŜǊΩǎ /ŀƳǇΣ нр WǳƴŜ ς 4 July 1780 

Å/ƻǊƴǿŀƭƭƛǎΩǎ ŀǊƳȅ ƛƴǾŀŘŜǎ b/Σ нр {ŜǇ мтул 

ÅPresident Washington enters NC, 28 May 1791 
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Colonel Thomas Sumter 
brigadier general, age 62, when painted by Rembrandt Peale, 1796 
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{ǳƳǘŜǊΩǎ /ŀƳǇ ŀǘ Clems Branch 

ÅWhere South Carolinian refugees first 
returned to reclaim their state from British 
Army occupation. 

Å300 ς 500 horsemen 

Å25 June ς 4 July 1780, briefly on 22 July 1780 

ÅImmediately after wŀƳǎƻǳǊΩǎ Mill and before 
IǳŎƪΩǎ 5ŜŦŜŀǘ 

ÅSome history books say camp was hidden. 
Actually, it was on main north-south road. 

Copyright © 2012 by EleHistory Research. 



9ǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ {ǳƳǘŜǊΩǎ /ŀƳǇ 
at Clems Branch 

Clems Branch was named for Clem Davis, an early settler who owned land at 
its headwaters in Mecklenburg County (L. Pettus 1990). The strongest 
ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ {ǳƳǘŜǊΩǎ ŜƴŎŀƳǇƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŜƳƻƛǊ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ōȅ /ƻƭƻƴŜƭ 
²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ IƛƭƭΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ {ǳƳǘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ǎǳōƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜǎΦ IŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǿǊƻǘŜΥ 

άτ and then it was that Col. Sumter met with us from So. Ca. He [Sumter] 
then got authority from the civil & military authority of that State [North 
Carolina] to impress or take waggons horses, provisions of all kinds, from 
the enemy that was in that action [wŀƳǎƻǳǊΩǎ Mill battle] τ & to give a 
receipt to that state for the same τ This being done we returned to So. 
Ca. & formed a camp on the East side of Catawba River at the place called 
Clems branch τ from this out all our proceedings of importance, was 
done by a convention of the whole [democratically] τ a commission of 
captains appointed to take notice of all the property taken either from the 
enemy or friends. & a commissioner to supply us With provisions &c τέ 
(W. Hill 1815, 8) 
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Summary of all Evidence 
ŦƻǊ {ǳƳǘŜǊΩǎ /ŀƳǇ ŀǘ Clems Branch 
5ƛŘ {ǳƳǘŜǊΩǎ ŎŀƳǇ ŜȄƛǎǘΚ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΥ 
ÅCol. William Hill memoirs 
Å9 pension applications 
If so, where was it? Independent sources: 
ÅRosser childhood recollections from about 1810, letter and 

map 1873 
Å9ƭƭŜǘ мурл ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΣ άŎŀƳǇ ƻƴ Clems Branch in the upper 
ŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ [ŀƴŎŀǎǘŜǊ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘέ 

Å2 Stinson maps, 1871 
ÅCulp Family tradition 
 

Details: http://elehistory.com/amrev/SumtersClemsBranchCamp.pdf 
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Map Sketch 1871 
shows campground, state line, and Steele Creek Road 
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