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How did Mecklenburg County Residents experience the American

Revolution?

Residents of Mecklenbur@ounty, North Carolinaand surrounding counties participaiadhe American
Revolution.Somewereimportantleaderson the state ancontinentalevels. Many more served their country as
Continentalkoldiersand militiamen What was it like to live at that tima Mecklenburg Countandfollow the
unfolding events®hat happened in town and what was the news about Mecklenburg residents deployed
elsewhere®Mere is a timelinef significantlocal events or activities of locaésidents

To assist further researchjg document uses inserted citations to authenticate its asseftims believed to be
more helpful than footnotes.

1750s71760s

Beforethe Revolutionary War, ost residents of Medénburg County were Scotdhish Presbyterians who had
emigratedrom Pennsylvania during 1740770. Earlier, they or their parengsnigratedrom Ulster, Irelandln the

part of Anson County that became Mecklenburg County, SddgthPresbyterians estisghed the following

churches: Rocky River about 1750, Sugar Creek 1755, Steele Creek 1760, Hopewell 1762, Popular Tent 1764,
Centre 1765, Providence 1767, and Philadelphia 1(Bifthe and Brockmann 1961, 19%jugarCreek

Presbyterian Creek Church was renamed Sugaw Creek Presbyterian Church(Md®adchy 1954)

Suga [Sugaw]Creek Presbyterian Church and Academy

About 1750 Thomas Polk waanoriginal settler in the area now known as Charlditehat time, this area was in
Anson CountyNC. Polkwas a arveyor of the Granville ine (Williams 2010) He represented this area in the
North Carolina General Assemhyilliams 2010) In 1763, he built a courthouse and jail as the minimum
requirement for a new county. Polk namedrbk& county seaCharlotte in Mecklenburg County in honor of the



new Queen Charlotte from Mecklenbtyelitz, a German principalityn 1768, the General Assembly peda
law creating Mecklenburg County with Charlotte as its courth@Bseyer 1987, 63)

22 May 1767

North Carolina colonial governor William Tryon passed throGglarlotte on the way to negotiate a boundary treaty
with Cherokee chied u d 6 s of tha TggerdRiver in South Carolif@SRNC 1886, VI1:9911008)(Davidson
1951,22) Lieutenant Colonel Moses Alexandemmanded the Mecklenburg County militia. He and some of his
men accompanied Governor Try(freyer 1987, 54)Also, Lieutenant William Lee Davidson from Rowan County
militia participated(Davidson 1951, 22)Thomas Polknay have participate@Villiams 2010)

1769

Mecklenburg County lantb the west of Catawba Rivbecame Tryon County. tomprised presefttay Lincoh,
Gaston, Clevelandnd Rutherford¢ounties.ThenMecklenburg County included what are presday
Mecklenburg, Union, and Cabarrus counties.

1770z1773

January 1771

In January 1771, Thomas Polk, Matthew Locke, Griffith Rutherford, and others were agdnjrthe North

Carolina General Assembly to run the boundary line between Mecklenburg and Rowan Counties so that those living
in the area were certain of where they owed taxes. Later, these men became importan{Neatte@arolina

General Assembly 1772771, 23:78v849). Polk was elected and served in tBeneralAssembly in1766 1768,

1769, 1770, 1771, 1773 and 17(¥illiams 2010) Sessions were typically two monthseafch year.

In 1771, the North Carolina General Assembly establigheelens Collegan Charlotte.
Whereas the proper education of Youth has always been considered as the most certain source of

tranquility, happiness and improvement both of private famdiesd of St ates and Empires
rising generation may repair, after having acquired at a Grammar School a competent knowledge

of the Greek, Hebrew and Latin Languages €é to obtai
whereas several Grammar schoolsehbgen long taught in the western parts of this Government
€ Be it enacted é founding establishing and endowin

(Williams 2010)

It was constructedouth of the courthousat thepreseniday southeast corner of Tryon and Third Streety

occupied byTwo Wachovia Centdyuilding. It was the first college south of Virginia. Trustees were educated or

capable individuals like Hezekiah Alexander and Abraham Alexander. Dr. Ephraim Brevard témgte aod

medicine. Trustees applied for a charter from the govel
support. The application stated that the college president must be Anglican, but the 3 or less teachers need not be.
Several months lateLondon denied the charter, fearing the college would encourage Presbyterian dissention. The

decision was unworkable since no Anglican teachers were available. The college continued to operate without a

charter under the nanf@gueens Museummtil 1776 wha it was renamediberty Hall Academylt had

approximately 8Gtudents(Preyer 1987, 707 2).



‘Opposite éides of Libé.fty Héll Monument
Trustees listed include Isaac Alexander, Thomas Polk, Abr@tiexander,
Ephraim Brevard, and John McKnitt Alexander.

In 1771, Polk aligned with North Carolina Governor William Tryon against the Regu(&weager 1987, 5466). In
1772 hewas a commissioner responsible $orveyng the extendedoundary line between the two Carolinas
(CSRNC 1886, 9:302pince 1772, land to immediate south included the Catawba Indian Nation emike 15
square, and the New Acquisition Districtepertday Lancaster and York counti¢Zalley 1929, 29)Davis 1942)
(Pettus 2005)

1774

18 October 1774
Based on the recommendation of the First Contin€&Cnalgress, Mecklenburg County formed a Committee of
Safety. Thomas Polk and Hezekiah Alexander were elected merfitrenger 1987, 94)

1775

19720 May 1775

When news arrived of British soldiers firing &mericans at Lexigton and Concord, Massachusetts, prominent
Mecklenburg citizens met at the courthouse and composédetidenburg Declaration of Independenttevas
read to the public the next day. Unfortunately, there are no original source documents for th{Peae1t1987,
97i 98)



Bronze Plaque at Tryon Street and Trade Street, Charlotte.

31 May 1775
Many of the same key citizens met againd composed thdecklenburg ResolveShis decision was reported in
regionalnewspapergPreyer 1987, 908).

BGlen” o g
B‘ackcountry Patriot
Representation dflezekiah Alexander
Signer of both Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence and Mecklenburg Resolves
Sculpged by DavidDowdy, 2001.

8 August 1775
Royal NC Governor Josiah Martin issued a proclamation denouncing thleeklenburggovernmen{Preyer
1987, 9798). Among his assertions was:



And whereas, | have also seen a most infamous publicatitve @ape Fear Mercuryimporting

to be resolves of a set of people styling themselves a Committee for the County of Mecklenburg,
most traitorously declaring the entire dissolution of the laws, government, and constitution of this
country, and setting upsystem of rules and regulation repugnant to the laws and subversive of
His Majesty's governmeigt

14 August 1775
Tryon County residents composed ffrgon County Resolvashichincluded a loyalty oath that all residents were
to sign.(Griffin 1937, 17)

20 Augustz10 September 1775

During 20Augusi 10 September 1775, Thomas Polk was a delegate to the North Carolina Provincial Congress
(CSRNC 1886, 10:165Dn 9 September 177%Hewas promoted to colonel and commander of the Mecklenburg
County Militia.

Late 1775
Reverent Alexander MacWhorter and Elihu Spencer toured North Carolina Loyalist settlements attempting to gain
their support for the American caudaussek 2011)

November zDecember 1775

Mecklenburg and Rowan countigslitias joined SC troops in the campaign against ®ttes Loyalists near

Ninety Six, SC. The leaders were Colonels Thomas Polk, Griffith Rutherford, and Richard GBseyedt 1987,

113) TheSouth Carolina and American General Gazétte s ue of February 1776 reported
best families of Mecklenburg County, North Carolina, have entered into a voluntary assdhitibey will not

receive the addresses of any young gentlemen of that place, except the brave volunteers who served in the
expedition to South Carolina, a n dBeeasss of aatetevatfoot snowsitu b d ui ng
became knowias the iSnow Campaigin(Hunter 1877, 113William Polk, son of Colonel Thomas Polkas an

officer in a South Carolina regiment. He was wounded in a skirRiglx in Hoyt 1914, 403YRankin 1971, 23)

1776

February 1776

Local militiaswerecalled upagainto counter a Highlander Tory uprising in and around Cross Creek, paesent

Fayetteville, NCColonel Thomas Polk led the Mecklenburg Militia to Cross Creek arriving there BalizBary.

Militia Colonel Adam Alexandeis credited with quelling the February 1776 Highlander uprising. He was probably

among the Salisbury District Whigs under Lieuter@alonel Alexander Martin that occupied Cross Crddle

Loyalist threat dissipated af {(Hatch1968, d#45Moor eb6s Creek bat:

9 April 1776

The NC General Assembly established six Canmttal Army regiments. Colonel Thomas Polk was appointed to
command the Fourth Regiment. Major William Lee Davidson was appointed his subordinate in the same regiment
(Rankin 1971, 63)

June 1776
Pol kés Fo umardied Beharlastewn to defend against a threatened British invasipbdlests
ordered back towards NC to guard the coast from British (Rdskin 1971, 7677).

1776, James Rankin Alexander
In ealy 1776, James Rankin Alexandson of Hezekiah Alexandewas a student at Nassau College, predant

Princeton University. After the British captured New Y
of Maryland miliand, f¢tgihgdCame, 3Mang was appointed se
participated in General Washingtonds evacuation of For:

discharged before the battle at Trenton on 26 December 1776. DuriniglY¥80the studied medicine, and then
returned to his father 6s ho me(AlexandeMéméds Rankirhpensgpn Count y, N
application 1833)



SeptemberzOctober 1776

Local mi |l itiamen ser v e thstthenChdRakde ndiang. Bheydrarshedtas farpathegextrenseg a
western tip of presesttay NC.(Hunter 1877, 113115) (Hunter 1877, 177{Preyer 1987, 118Hatley 1995, 194

197)

16 December 1776

Fifth Provincial Congress adopted the first North Carolina Constitution. This ended the Provincial Congress and
emergency Provincial Council alomgth all county committees of safety. The new constitution created a bicameral
legislature, the office of Governor, Council of State, and judici@&@snkin 1959, 23)Hezekiah Alexander was a
Mecklenburg County degsate in the Fifth Provincial Congre@reyer 1987, 130.35)

Late 1776
P o | Rodtmentaregimentassembled ialifax, NC.

1777

May 1777

Pol kés regi ment ma (Rarkie D71t 90)Alsdlders aarahaculaded for\srhallpox with the

newly developed treatmetitatt r ansf erred pus from a nearly recovered s
skin. This procedure gave the recipient a mild case of snxatla lasted B4 weeks, and afterwards, lifetime

immunity (Rankin 1971, 91)Afterwards, theegimentmarched to Philadelphia to join General George
Washingtonés ar my.

11 September 1777
Pol kés r egi maBrdandypirerCteékdatti@Rankire1®71, 105)

Late September 1777
As British forces advanced on Philadelphia, a detachment of Mecklenburg Continentas seddiassigned the
task of transportinpeavy baggage ethlehem, Pennsylvania

Col. Polk was assigned to remove the heavy baggage from Philadelphia. This amounted to 200
men and 700 wagons containing also all of the brass bells of Philadelphia (to keep the British from
melting them down for cannon balls). Amg these, of course was the State House Bell, later

know as the Liberty Bell. He carried the baggage first to Trenton and then to Bethlehem Pa. The
arrival is recorded in the Moravian church records of Sept 23, 1777. The wagon with the State
House Bell boke down in the middle of the street and they had to unload the bell. Highland
prisonergthose captured after ModieCreek Bridgejvere moved odit further westi and their

guarters were turned into a hospital. The wagons were unloaded and sent baledd@dhia.(W.

H. Polk 1912)Williams 2010)

4 October 1777

Pol kés regiment participat ewswaundedRankimbOnlt Id5ml hissort t | e. Tho
William Polk wasbadly wounded irthejaw. (Polk in Hoyt 1914, 404{Rankin 1971, 118)Thomas Polk exchanged

final words with mortally wounded Brigagli General Francis Nash, commander of the North Carolina Brigade

(Rankin 1971, 115)

Winter 1777 z1778
Colonel Thoma® o | kodrth Rgiment wintered at Valley Forge, P&Rankin 1971, 138)

1778

1778
Qu e e n 6 s chdngsddtsimame taberty Hall.



29 May 1778

All North CarolinaContinental regimentaerereorganizedBefore the end of May, the North Carolina Fourth
Regiment returned to North Carolina and was disba(@adkin 1971, 147)On 26June, Colonel Thomas Polk
wrote General Washington from Mecklenburg County resigning his commigsfiiiams 2010)

1779

JanuaryzApril 1779
Mecklenburg militiamenwered r af t ed t o support Major GealoagtinortBenj ami n
bank of the Savannah Rivétezekiah Alexander was paymaster of the Mecklenburg militia.

March 1779

Threats forced Reverend Alexander MacWhorter to leave Newark, NeayJde movedo Charlotte, North

Carolina, where he was appointed President of Liberty Hall Aca@Brmgsek 2011)In 1774, he had established

theNewark Academin Newark.MacWhorterwas a personal acquaintance of General George Washington and had
served as chaplain to MajMctach&eld76,r1@M99) Henry Knoxds bri ga

Reverend Alexander MacWhorter
Painted by James Sharpleg9% 1800.

April 1779
Tryon County was split and renamed Lincoln and Rutherford counties after the two generals. The former county
included presenday Lincoln, Gaston, and Cleveland counties.

20 June 1779
Major William Richardson Davie participated at Stdrerry battle, south of Charlestown, SC.

1780

12 May 1780

Ameican forces defendingharlestown surrendered to Britisrces dter a 6 week siegdecklenburg surgeon
Ephraim Brevard was captured with the American fo(Besyer 1987, 165He probably attended to the many
soldiers who held on prison ships.

18 May 1780
Lieutenant General Charles Lord Cornwallis led a large army into the interior of SC and soon captured Camden, SC.



Lieutenant General Charles Earl Coailig
Painted by Thomas Gainsborough, 1783,
National Portrait Gallery, London.

29 May 1780

Lieutenant Colonel Banastre Tarleton, commander of the British Legion, chased down retreating Virginia
Continentakoldiersin the Waxhaws. The Virginians fireffered battle, but soon tried to surrender. Of the 350
Virginians, 113 are killed and another 150 woun(Earleton 1787, 31)Local ScotcHrish residents responded to
treat and house the wounded. Dr. James RankireAlir, son of Hezekiah Alexander, went to Old Waxhaw
Presbyterian Church to treat soldiéddexander, James Rankin, pension application 18B8g entire region was
horrified by the carnagét hospitalwasestablished in Charlotte.

31 May 1780
SC Governor John Rutledge arrili@ Charlotte as a refugee.

3 June 1780
Lieutenant Colonel Francis Lord Rawdon marched from Camden to the Waxhaws and threatened Mecklenburg
(Tarletan 1787, 86 Graham 1827 in Graham 1904, 213)

8 June 1780

Brigadier General Griffith Rutherford, commander of the NC Western (Salisbury) ndhitlad up the entire militia

of about 800 menThey were harangued by Reverend Alexander McWh@@estham 1827 in Graham 1904, 212)

On 12 June, they marched to Mallard Créafliam Richardson Davie was commissioned a major and appointed
commane@r of NC Western militia cavalrypavie was a 1776 graduate of the College of New Jersey, now Princeton
University (Hamilton and Battle 1907, 5iHe was active partisahased nealew Providence where his uncle,

William Richardson, had been minister of the Presbyterian Church ten years(béatibews 1967, 46 Davie

raised 65 cavalrymen that he equeplusing much of his inheritang¢elamilton and Bdte 1907, 7) After Rawdon
withdrew to Camden. Rutherfordoés released his men but
(Graham 1827 in Graham 1904, 21Runter 1877, 101jRobinson, William R. Davie 1957, 42Rutherford moved

to TuckasegeFord on the Catawba River.



William Richardson Davie
Patriot Officer. North Carolina Govern@798 1799. Special envoy to France 172800.
Buried in Waxhaw Presbyterian Church cemetery.
Painted by John VanderLyn in Paris, France, 1800.

10z18 June 1780
About 1000, Lincoln County Loyali st s -daydiscgntob,INEd at Rams
(Schenck 1890, 53)

18 June 1780

A detachment of the British Legion under Captain Chri s
Creek near Catawba River. Hundred of South Carolina refugeedimgiGolonel William Hill assembled at

Tuckasege Ford. They selected fellow South Carolinian Colonel Thomas Sumter as their(Kidlded15, 7)

(Gregorie 1931, 80)n Charlotte, Rueédge commissioned Sumter to ragsegimentestablisheds SC state troops

(Bass 1961, 54)

197220 June 1780

Rut herford ordered Col onel Francis Locke with 400 mil i
Mill. Rutherford also marched from Tuckasegeo r d t o wa r Mill. Rith Rstherford dvere Lieutenant

Colonel William Lee Davidson, Major William Richardson Davie, and Colonel Thomas Sumter. Locke arrived first

and routed the Loyalists before Rutherford arri@raham 1827 in Graham 1904, 2227). Sumter was

authorized taonfiscate military equipment abandoriedthe LoyalistgHill 1815, 8)

25 June 1780

Sumtermarched through Charlotte Clems Branch campgrout the state line between North Carolina and

South Carolina in southern Mecklenburg Couttill 1815, 8) Davie with 65 cavalrymen set up camp at Waxhaw

Creek 15 mile further souftDavie 1810 in Robinson 1976,,8) Most of Rutherfordds NC mil |
County Loyalist who assembled under Colonel Samuel Bryan along the Yadkin River. Mecklenburg militiamen

return to Tuckase@dord and are released to thieame, at least temporarily.



SUMTER'S CAMP AT
CLEMS BRANCH

In June 1780 Col. Thomas Sumter's
troops were among the few organized
Patriot units in S.C. The camp at
Clems Branch gave him a strategic
Iocation, water, and forage while
oined him in

South Carolina historicai marker, erected\2é&rch 2007

4 July 1780
Sumter 6s men moved from Cl ems BBanlodl,58)o Nati on Ford

12 July 1780
Part of Sumtackedmand defeated Huckds men endaamped
Brattonsville, SC(Hill 1815, 9)

17719 July 1780

Sumter joired Davie at Waxhaw CreeGraham 1827 in Graham 1904, 23Gyegorie 1931, 86)Ihe next day,
Sumter moved closer to L andG@aham-l827 oh Gralam 4904D2334) THar per 06
next day, pon threat of Britishattack, Sumtemoved back to Waxhaw Creek and with Davie prepared a ambush

on both sides of the cre¢&raham 1827 in Graham 1904, 234)

20 July 1780

Sumter moved.5 milesnorth to Clems Branch and temporarily dismissed his {@aham 1827 in Graham 1904,
235). Davie madeadaring ambush at Flat Rock behind British camp at Hanging Réekvas joined by aptain
William Polk. (Davie 1810 in Robinson 1976, 9)

25 July 1780
From Clems Branctumterrecalled his mefGraham 1827 in Graham 1904, 235)

28 July 1780

Sumter has sufficient men to begin a march to Rocky M@@raham 1827 in Graham 1904, 238pme

Mecklenburg militiamen who lived close to Clems Branch joined Sugitat 1850) but the main militia under

Colonel Robert Irwin did not arrive in time to accompany Suifidair 1832 in Draper 1873, VV:10:1§Braham

1827 in Graham 1904,23Mhese eyewi tness recoll ections are mor e
Irwin did accanpany Sumte(Davie 1810 in Robinson 1976, 11)

30 July 1780

Sumted s  attacked Rocky Mount, just south of Great Falls, fiavie 18D in Robinson 1976, 1XHill 1815,

11) (Graham 1827 in Graham 1904, 236Gyegorie 1931, 87Alexander Haynesa youngMecklenburg militiaman,
while peeking behind a rock during the battle at Rocky Mount had an eye shot out and his cheek badly disfigured
(Ellet 1850) He lived to be an old maivhite 1871 in Stinson in Draper 1873, VV:11:292pable to force the fort

to surrender, Sumter returned to Landods (Grahard18@rhre r e
Graham 1904, 23{Adair 1832 in Draper 1873, VV:10:16)
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6 August 1780
Rutherford including Rowan County militiameaJl under Major General Richard Caswell, forn&€ Governor,
joinedMajor General Horatio Gates marching todaBritish occupied Camden, SCaswell 1780)

Major General Horatio Gates )
Painted by Charles Willson Peale, 1782.

526 August 1780

Mecklenburg militiamen under Gahel Robert Irwin andaviejoined Sumter ancharched to Hanging Rock to
engage and defeat a large British cgifharleton 1787, 94)Davie 1810 in Robinson 1976, 13mong the British
were Rowan County loyalists under Colonel Samuel Bryan.

13 August 1780
Unknown to Gates and Caswell, Cornwallis arrived in Camden and plarcmhteroffensive

15 August 1780

Sumter with attached Mé&lenburg militia moved down the west bank of the Catawba and Wateree ®pasite
Camdenat Fort Carythey capture a large convoy of supplies. With prisoners, they reverse mdRaexi1961,
78)

16 August 1780

During the night of 1516 August , Gates marched the American Army fror
position at Saund e rCorawaliisrmarehkdorth®isurpride Gadmemy. BatH nyet on the

road north of Camden. Gates was d#del(Tarleton 1787, 105L09). Rutherford was capturetates with a small

guard arrived in Charlotte about 11:00 P. M. He briefly
Salisbury(Graham 1827 in Graham 1904, 243)

17 August 1780
At noon, 300400 militiamenretreatingfrom Camden appeared in Charlotte. Later in the day, many more soldiers
arrived(Graham 1827 in Graham 1904, 243)

18 August 1780

Tarl eton caught Sumterds men near Fishing Creek and t of
County, but soon raisechatherlarge force(Cornwallis 1780 in NCSR 1896, XV:27#pavie 1810 in Robinson

1976,20)0 He was stationed at Bilgger 6s Ferry, now under Lal

19 August 1780

Major General William Smallwood arrived in Charlotte. He organized the soldiers who had retreated from Camden.
Most continued on to Salisbury towards Hillsborouglajor Anderson of the Maryland Third Regiment remained

11



in Charlotteaboutl12 days. Heollected about 60 momenbefore marching nortlfGraham 1827 in Graham 1904,
244)

20 August 1780
During the commencement ceremonyLdferty Hall AcademyPresident Reverend AlexamddacWhorter,
exhortedthe older students wuspend their studies ajain the militia(Preyer 1987, 153)

Late August 1780
About 400 Mecklenburg and Rowan militiamen assemble at McAlpine Creek, probabth@paesentday Old
Providence Road crossifi@raham 1827 in Graham 1904, 24Gyaham later wrote:

Colonel Irwin selected a position seven or eight miles southeast of Charlotte, between the two
roadshat | ead to Camden from that pl érabaml1l@82id encamped
in Graham 1904, 246)

That location was probably near the prestay Old Providence Road bridge over McAlpine€k.

reek

Probable American Campsite on McAlpine

31 August 1780
The spirited response of the Mecklenburg and Rowan militiamen encouraged Governor Nash to write Major General
Jethro Sumner at Rams&SgpembeMi |1l on Deep River on 4

The WesterrCounties are now high spirited, and things there wear a good countenance;

500 Virginia regulars will be here [Hillsborough] in a day or two, and nothing is wanting but the
countenance of your brigade to give life and spirit to our affairs; so let me lyeg,ddir, to march
on, surmounting and despising all difficulties. Appoint a commissary youfseléh 1780 in

NCSR 1896, XIV:771)

At Ramseyds Mill, surgeon Robert Williams joined Sumne:]

We cantinued on until we joined the remains of the defeated army at Ramsey Mills on Deep River

in this State then under the command of General Jethro Sumner who was a Brigadier in the
Continental line. James Cole Montflorence was his aid. He gave me an agpuinfrBurgeon

General which | went and returned because | was young and there was several surgeons on the
Continental establishment who had been several years in service. He then gave me an appointment
as surgeon to the army as he said the Doctors hevbdlthat were there were inattentive to their

duty and some of them drank hafdilliams 1832 in Draper 1873, VV:10:198Villiams,

Robert, pension applitan 1832)

12



6 September 1780

NC General Assemblif e s t a b Board df aifor the more effectually and expeditiously calling forth the

powers and resources of t (GemhaBtla4, 880Jhaagnad Polkvasappointed) butmo n e n e
he declinedThe Board of War qui ovarpowersiandimicpomahageditre Wefiiame r nor 6 s
2010) Governor Abner Nash complaineg@olk served as Continental Army Commissary Officer.

7712 September 1780

Cornwallis advanced from Camden to Waxhaw Creek. His large army camped there for (8ateeys1780, 7
Sep)(Stedman 1794, 2:215bavie withdrew to New Providence probabhSix Mile Creek on Providence Road,
to the front of Davidson and Sumner at McAlpine Cré@avie 1810 in Robinson 1976, 21)

Graham | at eére wredtie,edfilbaeM ore them [the British] wuntil n
Cr e g@&raham 1827 in Graham 1904,249) The i nference is that Daviebds camp
camp and that Davie was closer to the enemy. Graham, who was with the Mecklenburg militia at McAlpine Creek,
remembered the camps relative positions. Davie recorde
Davie was probably at either FourIBliCreek or Six Mile Creek.

To replace Rutherford, Davidson was promoted brigadier general and given cof@nalmaim 1827 in Graham
1904, 246) Davie was also promoted.

Col° Davie who was now appdied Cof Cont of all the Cavalry of RiCarolina with orders also

to raise a regiment had there collected only about seventy men however with these and two
companies of riflemen commanded by Major Geo. Davidson [of Anson County] he took post at
Providencewenty five miles above the British can{avie 1810 in Robinson 1976, 21)

With this promotion, Davie no longer reported to the Mecklenburg militia command, but to Sumner. Major George
Davidson vas from Anson County and not related to William Davidson. He contributetb8@dted infantry,

bringing Davi edvarynetDagenl§l0 im Rabinsonl197@, 2Both William Davidsorand Davie

were subordinates to Major General Jethro Sumner, but operated indepementtyi e 6s cavalrymen con
patrol throughout the Waxhaw region.

14 September 1780
In a 14September report to Gates, Davidson wrote:

I am now encamped Biles Souh of Charlotte, my number consisting of 400, minute men from

Rowan and Mecklenburg counties, none from the other counties being yet arrived. The enemy are

at Wax Haw creek, 2fhiles distance. Lords Cornwallace and Roddin [Rawdon] are both with

them. Theimumber, by the best intelligence, about 1,000. They are busied threshing and flouring

wheat, collecting cattle, sheep, butter, &c . I do n

€ Col . Paisley joins me to morrow wdedtedtobheear 200. Ge
a Salisbury this evening. Gen. Sumpter liesii3| es t o my ri ght [ probably Bigg
200, his number daily increasing. Our troops are in high spirits, and seem determined to stand out

to the last extremity rather than submit to fhie of So. CarolingDavidson 1780 in NCSR 1896,

XIV:615i 616).

20 September 1780
Major General Jethro Sumner arrived at McAlp@reek with 400 additional militiamen from Hillsborough District.
(Sumner 1780 in NCSR 1896, XIV:7i7b76)(Graham 1827 in Graham 1904, 247)

20721 September 1780
Davie makes a daring raid on (DaweyldlD in Rabissoncla7’gBatie a Wahab 6
later wrote about whenhewet ned from Wal kupos:

Generals Sumner & Davidson had arrived that day [ ac
camp with their brigades of militia both of which However did not amount to one thousand men

13



all on short enlistments, illy armed, anddimms ng every day. These with Davi e
whole assembled force at that time opposed to the er{®ayie 1810 in Robinson 1976, 23)

Sumner described these events in Dt®ber letter:

| arrived at Salisbury on the Septembe¥ &4joined Gen. Davidson on the 2should be 28].
His Brigade was greatly reduced, not amounting to upwards of 20 [obvious misprint, should read
200] privates fit for duty(Sumner 1780 in NCSR 1896, XIV:78B36).

22 September 1780
Cornwallis wrote his superior General Henry Clinton:

If nothing material happens to obstruct my plan of operations, | mean, as soon as Lieutenant
colonel Taréton can be removed, to proceed with the 23rd, 33rd, volunteers of Ireland, and legion,
to Charlotte town, and leave the 71st here until the sick can be brought on to us. | then mean to
make some redoubts, and establish a fixed post at that place, atitegieenmand of it to Major
Wemyss, whose regiment is so totally demolished by sickness, that it will not be fit for actual
service for some month@ornwallis 1780 in Tarleton 1787, 191)

24 September 1780
Cornwallis marched with about 2000 professional uniformed soldiers from Waxhaw Creek towards Charlotte
(Money 1780, 24 Seffcraham 1827 in Gram 1904, 249)

Meanwhile, from Waxhaw Creek, the British began their march. Lieutenant John Money recorded:

The following Corps marched this [24 September] afternoon at 4 pm towards Chiarlpg8

339 Vol 6n of | r el and -paurddrs. Hadtegl atdwelvewilile GreeRtilth8 and 6
moon rose and then proceeded toward Sugar Creek on the Charlotté\Ruaely 1780, 24 Sep)

(Allison 2009 2011)

Interestingly, orthe morning o5 September 1780, the moon was four days past itgjlaster phase. Thus, it rose
about 4:00a.m.(time and date.com 2009)

14



\\d Q ARANGLLES LINENY Lo 4
A}

= N -
RN S & &
N Wy A e Qe ) gramic R “COUNTY
3 \ SR .
AL e & ! 4 v
5 ¥ t‘ 3
! G A
, 4|
vk
£

N
‘b \

7,
a4 /oAt

)
TowN IR
3 &

Sedtnern _Lime of Nodh Covdima 38 dagreds  of M L0fde

AP OF

|| MECKLENBURG couNTY soo]

\ \ J“
S

i
3

A

RN -
Yom( cov

1769, 3
Bl 2ecamn fOoriigeimmnis L s LA amnmnsCo
Lacwerrs &CONVTRACTORS s s muns
C”ﬂﬁ&orr[ w~C. - ——

l‘lgl'nal mflffram which lhie was con.lm'lel Bore Lhis imcri[aﬁ'nm- ':/{/m(}%wf; M/ﬁ‘ﬁn /

Ll Gl ot o ol moduiom
patih Frapu s atetsiman

Caption reads: Original Map from which this was compiled bore this inscription:
fiA plan of Mecklenburg and portion of joining Counties is laid down by a scale of five miles to an inch. January
16"1789 By Maj Joseph Graham. o
(Graham 1789 in Tompkins in Graham 1904318
(Graham 1789 in Tompkins in Robinson 1976, 6)

Davie | ater ™ofseptember ofirpatrolds have irfodmation, that the enemy were in motion on the
Steelecreekroadlehi ng t o (Ddvie t8lL0oirt Rolensom 1976, 24)onsequently, early in the morning on
25 September, Sumner and Davidson abandoned their camp.

Sumner described these events in @tberetter:

On September 35 was informed that the enemy had moved towards Charlotte. We marched into

Charlotte at 6 o6clock in the morning, and found th
12 miles away. Having positive orders not to risk a general esrgagt, & our force not being
able to cope with the enemyébs, I thought proper to

we could and all the public stores, leaving Colo. Davie with his horse to cover our retreat.
(Sumner 1780 in NCSR 1896, XIV:78B36)

Graham described that road:

Persons going from Waxhaw to Salisbury would not pass through Charlotte, but, after passing

Sugar [meant McApine] Creek, take a rigtand fork, andeaving Charlotte four miles to the left,
entertheCharlott8S al i sbury 4HRoadsat née@ros e (Blalmmddddder Resi den
69).
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British and American Troop Movements, 25 September 1780

Cornwallis crossed state line at CleBrainch campgroun@W. L. Anderson, Where did Cornwallis's Army invade
North Carolina? 2008)he British Army halted that afternoon one mile north of McAlpine C{&sdbinson 1957,

70), and camped that evening south of Little Sugar C¢sllney 1780, 25 Sep)

fi tles fromnTharlotte, between

Mc Al pin and Sugar Cr e(6rhham 1064, B2)hat caBp wadeanmpresematiay dPresident
James K. Polk Birthplace State Historic Sitoney 1780, 25 Sef{cGraham 1827 in Graham 1904, 62, 249)
Cornwallis dispatched Rawdon to attack Sumte(Hll at Bi gge.l
1815, 17)Graham 1827 in Graham 1904, 249lpney wrote:

No certain Intelligence being received of Sumpteréés

Rawdon was detached withtheiegn and Fl ank Companies of the Vol én

I marched with his Lordship to Biggerds Ferry where

and that Sumner and Davi ds o nMohey 8780, 211Séepy ed fr om Mc Al p
Colonel William Hill was with Sumter and later wrote:

Cornwallis detached Rawdon & Tarlton [actually British Legion without Tarleton] with a number

of horse & foot to five times the number that GieBumter had then in camp émder to surprise

him but fortunately he got news of their intentions

(now called Masons ferry) & there encampgill 1815, 17)

Davidson and Sumner withdrew east of Qbtée past the&CrossRoads about a mile east &ugar Creek
Presbyterian Church, and towa®ilisbury(Graham 1827 in Graham 1904, 24Dpavie and Captain Joseph
Graham both leading cavalryyere ordered toear guard the slowerétioot-soldierarmy marching towards

Salisbury(Graham 1827 in Graham 1904, 22861).
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Sumner marched from McAlpine Creek to Charlotte. There taelball public stores and marched towards
Salisbury(Sumner 1780 in NCSR 1896, XIV:778raham 1827 in Graham 1904, 69, 24%)mner ordered Davie
to make a stand at Charlotte. Sumner described these events @ctob2r letter:

On September 25 was informed that the enemy had moved towards Charlotte. We marched into
Charlotte at 6 o0o6cl ock i ntishtahmy adevemgingandanly and found th
12 miles away. Having positive orders not to risk a general engagement, & our force not being

able to cope with the enemyébs, I thought proper to
we could and all the public stadeaving Colo. Davie with his horse to cover our retreat.

(Sumner 1780 in NCSR 1896, XIV:78B36)

26 September 1780
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British and American Troop Movements, 26 September 1780

Graham wrote:

Before sunrise on the 26th, Grahamés party discover
of his men who had been sent down their left flankybeNations Ford Road], reported that the

whole army was in motiod that they had seen their artillery, baggage, etc., comin@Gsaham

1827 in Graham 1904, 250)

Receiving this report, Davie wrotetoSame r , A The Enemy were in motion at day
reach this pl a@aviebAB0 in Robinsdnd%¢ ¥0p c k] . ©

Two weeks later, on 8ctober, Davidson reported®u mner , fAGol son Step, a Tory, on

following particulars: That the Enemy brought to Charlotte M@ygons, 1,10hfantry in uniform, 55Qight
Dragoons, 800/ilita &2 f i e |l d (Ouvidsan @78®in NCSR 1896, XIV:678)
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Brigadier General Joseph Graham
Artist unknown, about 1805.
(Graham 1904, frontispiece)

Ezekiel Polk signed a fipr ot eraction of hi®propesty. Aithaugh hewaa d conf i
Patriot leader, this act tarnished his reputation. Eveye@ds later, during the 1844 Presidenéikdction campaign,
political opponents of James K. Polk falsely asserted his grandfather was a Tory.

At daybrekon26Sept ember , Lord Rawdonoés tr ogoipGornwelis. ciduterdantf r om B
John Money wrote that juncture occurred @oneyligd 26 Cr oss |
Sep) (Allison 2009 2011) Graham who was also an eyewitnegs;ated the juncture within &iles of Charlotte.

Within two miles of Charlotte, where the road from
[actuallyRawdon ad Hanger] joined them [the maBritish army]. In five minutes after he
arrived, being indisposed by his nightoés march, Maj

coming in front, compelled Graham to keep a more respectful distance. He [Graham}sugsipu
by the front troop in a brisk canter for a mile; after that they went at a common travel, until they
came in sight of the village, when they halted that the rear might close up, and some of their
officers endeavored to reconnoitéGraham 1827 in Graham 1904, 2261)

That location wagrobablywhere Camden Road joins South Tryon Street. Further up the road, approximately just
south of presentay Stonewall Street:

Oneofhis[Capti J oseph Gr ah a méndaw, Thomas Barhett) semarkedto & e r

comr ade, fi | believe that is Cornwalli s; I am going
rifle, when Captain Graham rode up and told him he had given him orders not &amdiné he did

not remount his horse he would cut him down in his tracks. Barnett obeyed the command.

(Graham 1904, 62)

James Rankin Alexander testified in his pension application:

At the time the enemy reached Charlottest of the invalids had sufficiently recovered to go
home and the hospital was broken (fdexander, James Rankin, pension application 1833)

Likewise, Reverend Alexander MacWhorter, with his family, escaped Chajii¢dtiting 1948)Dussek 2011)

Noon, 26 Septembd780:Cor nwal | i s6s ar my e ntdaySeuwh TdnstrekGrahdame al ong p
1827 in Graham 1904, 24@kraham 1904, 62Davie set up defense behite stone wall undethe courthouse at
preseid ay Square. Davieds 150 militiamen r (Sedmaslgd, t hree ¢

2:216) But they were driven away by British light infan{iavie 1810 in Robinson 1976, 25)
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Davieds defense of eGby&Grahamt t e was | ater describ

The disposition of troops in the village for battle was about as fellowMaj or Di cksonds ¢ omms

was placed behind the McCombsd House, near where

corner South Tryon and Fourth Stre@satt and Boyer 2000, 7B)The infantry was formed in

three lines across North Tryon street, the first line twenty steps from thehoms#, the other

lines each fifty yards in rear, with orders to advance to the-tmuige, fire andetire by flank.

Eighty yards distance on East and West Trade streets were two troops of cavalry, each concealed
by a building.(Graham 1904, 653)

Because Tarleton was sick, the British Legion was led by Magarge Hanger.

Major George Hanger
Painted by Thomas Beadihout1782.

Stedman wrote:

In the centre of Charlotte, intersecting the two principal streets, stood a large brick [pillared]

building, the upper part being the cetiduse, and the under p#re markethouse. Behind the

shambles a few Americans on horseback had placed themselves. The legion was ordered to drive

them off; but upon receiving a fire from behind the stalls, this corps fell back. Lord Cornwallis

rode up in person, and made usehefse wordsd iLegi on, remember you have

t h

eve

| os e, but nothing to gain;o alluding, as was suppos
Websterds brigade moved on and -houseytte legigne Ameri cans

then pursued #m; but the whole of the British army was actually kept at bay, for some minutes,
by a few mounted Americans, not exceeding twenty in nuniBegdman 1794, 2:216)

Davie wrotethat the battle

€ f ur ni s hisginataneemfrthe bravery and importance of the American Militia; few

examples can be shewn of any troops who in one action changed their position twice in good order
although pressed by a much superior body of Infantry and charged three timesebthtiric

number of Cavalry, unsupported & in the presence
retreating in good orde(Davie 1810 in Robinson 1976, 25)

On 15August 1833, Captain Henry Connelbstified
At the time of approach of Cornwallis to Charlotte, under Col Davie the troops posted themselves

to meet the enemy. On the enemy's approach thparies commanded by this applicant received
the first onset from Tarleton's Cavalry, and the firing became general on the left wing. The troops
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were commanded by CbBlavie in person, and for three times we succeeded in repulsing the
enemy. At length we hath yield to superior numbers. In this battle we had many men killed,
several from under this applica@onnelly, Henry, pension application 1833)

4 I}
ryon Street
nea where the British Legion was repulsed by the American musket volley

Davie and Graham continued to sltwve British advancealong Salisbury RoadBrief skirmishes occurred at Muddy
Branch, near preseday highway 1277 overpass, and Kennedy Creek, neseptday 36th StregiGraham 1904,
63). Graham was badly wounded and left for dead aCtossRoads(Graham 1904, 64)here present-day

Eastway Drive intersects North Tryon Street. Lieutenant George Locke was killed at Sassafras Fields whesergr
day highways 29 and 49 separ@®aham 1832 in Graham 1904, 4&raham 1904, 64Finally, the British
pursuers disengaged and returned to Charlotte.

Captain Joseph Graham monument marks where he was wounded.
Monument erroneously indicates his rank as major, his rank after September 1781.
Erected across from Sugaw Creek Presbyterian Chimathevent occurred at Cross Roads.
Lieutenant George Locke monument marks where he was killed by Brégibn dragoons.
The monument erroneously indicates his rank as lieutenant colonel.
Located where highways US29 and NC49 diverge.
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Cornwal | i s 6is CharottewlagQicalr a neerls T hwhiteehsuseP o thekriieast corner of
Independenc&quargFoote 1846, 509)

Cornwal lisbébs Charlotte Headquarters Buil
Engraved many years later. Artist unknown.

Liberty Hall Academy continued to be used as a hospital. It was at the southeast corner afipgeSenbnd tBeet
and South Tryon Street.

In Charlotte, the British encampmertnfiguration is not known from original sources. Nonetheless, before 1827,

Joseph Graham learned that the British cammpounded the courthouse in an approximant sq@Gedham wrote

thatthe 23" and 33' Regiments camped 220 yards east from and parallel to preeifryon Street. The

Volunteers of Ireland Regiment camped 165 yards north from and parallel to pteent Tr ade Street . 06
regiment camped west, opposite th&' ZBheBritish Legion and Tories camped south, opposite the Volunteers of
Ireland.(Graham 1827 in Graham 1904, 25dpwever, Joseph Graham did not witness the British camp because

he was recoveringfromer i ous wounds. Al so, neither Brigadier Gener
Guards, was in Charlotte. It is not known if thé' Regiment, which had been left at Waxhaw Creek, ever marched

to Charlotte The British encampment enclosed ugiare that runs approximately along presiangt College Street,

Fifth Street, Church Street, aRdurthStreet.Later, on 80ctoberthe 7F Regimentl® Battalion was ordered to

march from Waxhaw Creek to Charloti®loney 1780 in CPS 2010, 11:284) could have camped along the western

side.

Davidsonds Mecklenburg militia set up camp on Rocky Ri"
bothDavi dson and Davieds units patrolled all/l roads | eadir

27 September 1780

Cornwallis, using a mobile printing press, issued a proclamation that offered peace and protection to inhabitants
(Preyer 1987, 157He tried to encourage loyalist civilians, but had little success. Most Whig families evacuated.
Their men were already on active duty.

3 October 1780

Former colonial North Carolina Governor Josiah Martin accompanied Cornwallis to Charlotte and prieisnsedd
reinstatedHe issued a proclamation that offered peace and protection to inhafianti® 1780 in Graham 1904,
263 266)

The entourage of Cor nwa hduired@rsadditional #100wrasilefitedrgae 1794Char | ot t e
2:216217) That was at least 20 times its normal populatitimarles Stedman, the British commissary officer,
described food procurement in Charlotte

There were several large, wellltivated farms in the neighbourhood of Charlotte. An abundance
of cattle; few sheep; the cattle being mostly mibclws, or cows with calf, which at that season of
the year was the best beef; for the cattle in North anchS@artolina run wild in the woods, and at
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this season are in general very poor. As an instance, when the army was at Charlotte, we killed
upon an average 10@ad [of cattle] per day. The amount of rations issued, including the army
departments, militia, groes, &c. was 4,100er day. The leanness of the cattle will account for

the number killed each day. This was not confined to Charlotte, for they were poor at this season
throughout the Carolinas; very few of the oxen were fit to kill. In one day néhas37cows in

calf were slaughtered. Necessity only justified this measure. At this period the royal army was
supported by |l ord Rawdonds moving with one half of
the other half, the next day, as a covering padayrotect the foraging parties and catttévers.

This measure was rendered necessary from the hostile disposition of the inhabitants. Wheat and
rye were collected in the straw, Indian corn in the hulk, and brought in waggons to Charlotte,
where (in tle courthouse) it was threshed out by the militia and negroes, and then sent to the mill.
This was attended with much trouble and fatigue to the army; nevertheless meal was not wanting;
cattle there were in abundan8tedman 1794, 2:21817)

3 October 1780

Captain James Thompson and Lieutenant George Graham obtained permission from Davidson to return home.

There, on ctober, they collected a party of men and disrupted a British foraging pMty &tnt yr eds f ar m or
Beat t i e 6 qGrdhanm 1904 R8Musket balls remained evident on farm house until it was demolished in
1941(Graham 1904, 28)

Mclintyre House, built about 186 demolished 1941, showrMay 1931.
E. L. Baxter Davidson stands in doorway riddled with musket ball l{Bleger 2008)

Davie later wrote:

Colonel Davie returned towards Charlotte, as his force was insufficient to makaegsion on

the enemy in their camp, all that could be done was to confine them if possible to the Town by
attacking their foraging parties, and to distress them by cuting off their supplies; in consequence of
which positions were chosen within fifteent&enty miles, and parties detached on all sides to
watch and harass the enemy; he was confined by express orders to remain always with the
principal body in the direction between Salisbury & Charlotte, and by no means to risque being
generally engaged. The orders limited the operations of this partisan but much was done by his
perfect knowledge of the Country and the daring bravery of the militia under his command: no
part of the enemy ventured out without being attacked, and often retired with corisidiesap

the people of the neighbouring Country were strongly attached to the American cause, and gave
his Lordship no assistance, and all information was cut off by the vigilance and activity of the
militia cavalry.(Davie 1810 in Robinson 1976, 26)

Later, Tarleton wrote:

Charlotte town afforded some conveniences, blended with great disadvantages. The mills in its
neighbourhood were supposed of sufficient consequence to render it for the predagibke
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position, and, in future, a necessary post, when the army advanced: But the aptness of its

intermediate situation between Camden and Salisbury, and the quantity of its mills, did not

counterbalance its defects. The town and environs aboundethwéterate enemies; the

plantations in the neigbourhood were small and uncultivated; the roads narrow, and crossed in

every direction; and the whole face of the country covered with close and thick woods. In addition

to these disadvantages, no estimationld be made of the sentiments of half the inhabitants of

North Carolina, whilst the royal army remained at Charlotte town. It was evident, and it had been
frequently mentioned to the Kingdés officers, that t
morehostile to England than any others in America. The vigilance and animosity of these

surrounding districts checked the exertions of the well affected, and totally destroyed all

communi cation between the King6s thepravioce.s and the | oy
(Tarleton 1787, 159)

Likewise, British commissary officer Stedman later wrote:

So inveterate was their rancour, that the messengers, with expresses for the cormyemeter

were frequently murdered; atite inhabitants, instead of remaining quietly at home to receive
payment for the produce of their plantations, made it a practice to waylay the British foraging
parties, fire their rifles from concealed places, and then fly into the wiidsiman 1794, 2:216)

7 October 1780

Probably about Dctober(Stedman 1794, 2:22224) from Rocky River camavie orderedMajor Joseph

Dickson, commander of the Lincoln Coyravalry to circumvent Charlotte using outlying roads. He attacked a
British guard at Pol k6 s -ddWiRénount Rnadarbsaes Irvwyn Créekaerandwh er e pr e s

Strother 1808)On 8October, Davidson reported 8umner:

| have the pleasure to enclose to you a large packet taken yesterday at McAlpines Creek, on the
way to Camden, by a small party of my brigade. A detachment ofidi2@ under Rutledge and

Dixon [Dickson] almost surrounded Charlotte yesterday, attacked a picketa®®©ol. k 6s mi I | , and
atacertainMrEIl | i ot t 8s br o u gohes, winofarfe noav orstreein way tg joia youl A 8
small party of riflemen brought off 3forses from the toriesatCélo | k6s pl antation | ast n

Dixon [Dickson] lost one man and killed onébavidson 1780 in NCSR 1896, XIV:784)
On 130ctober 1832, Rowan County militiaman Joseph Pdtstifieda bit more detail:

He [Patton]was in a skirmish at Col. Polk's Mill the British were guarding said mill we thought it
was the Tories until we fired a few times on them they wounded 7 [could be 17] of sess laod
killed one man of ours named Hugh Gray, we took one of their guards and retreated and then
returned to head quarters at Rocky riy@®atton, Joseph, pension application 1832)

Tarleton wrote:

An attack was directed agwait the picket at Polk's mill, two miles from the town: The Americans
were gallantly received by Lieutenant Guyon, of the 23d regiment; and the fire of his party from a
loop-holed building adjoining the mill, repulsed the assailgtarleton 1787, 160)

Charles Stedman wrote:

At Polk's Mill, near Charlotte, a small detachment of the twamitgl regiment was posted,
commanded by lieutenant Guyon, a very young man. The Americans made an attack upon the
mill, with a verysuperior force, but were repulsed. Lieutenant Guyon's conduct was highly
applauded(Stedman 1794, 2:22224).

Later, Joseph Graham wrote:

A guard of fifty men were stationed at Polk's Mill (now Wilsdnis two miles of Charlotte,
which was kept grinding night and day for the army. On the 28th of Sept¢mder likely about
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7 October] Major Dickson set out from Colonel Davie with sixty men, made a circuit around
Charlotte, and in the evening chargedthis post. The garrison was vigilant, threw itself into a

log house on the hill above the mill, and had abes in the daubing and chinks to fire through.
Major Dickson was repulsed, with the loss of one man killed and several horses wounded. Before
the enemy got into the house, two were wounded, but after that they were secure, and the
assailants, much exposed, withdré@raham 1827 in Graham 1904, 258)

In early October, Cornwallis planned tdvance beyond Charlotte. Tarleton later wrote:

In the beginning of October it was intended to send a corps from Charlotte town, under the orders
of Lieutenantcolonel Webster, to attack a party of Americans, commanded by General Sumner, at
Al e x a n d,eon absancmof Rdcky rivefTarleton 1787, 165)

On 50ctober, Cornwallis ordered Majérchibald McArthur to marched the 7 Regiment 1 Battalion from
Wax haw Cr e e kFortd on CAtawba River@rs either 7 oD8tober in order to support Ferguson
(Cornwallis 1780 in CPS 2010, 11:282)t the same time, he advised Ferguson of this deployment:

Iwoudhavepyu come to Armerds Ford just below the forks
then fix the enemy, or if they presume to pass on towards Ninety Six, | will detach in force against

them. Take all possible pains to get intelligence and let me hear whenyouavr e at Ar mer 6s For (
Major McArthur will meet you thergCornwallis 1780 in CPS 2010, 11:161)

Since Ferguson did not move during the d&yctober, he probablyeverreceivel Co r n w aotdér.iOs 6 s
8 October, McArthur was redirected to Charlgftéoney 1780 in CPS 2010, 11:2840 the 71 Regiment
1stBattalionwas in Charlotte for a few days.

7 October 1780

Major Patrick Fergsonwasdefeated at Kings Mountain by Scotitish Overmountain men and NC and SC militia.
Thesec al | ed ASout h F o-day GBtonyCeaunty playes aprgminens releat Kings Mountain
(Draper 1881)W. L. Anderson, Lincoln County Men at Kings Mountain 2Q0®)this time, all Mecklenburg
County militia were camped at Rocky River under Davidson.

8 October 1780

Without knowledge of Kings Mountailavidson learned that Cornwallis ereéd his army in Charlotte to draw two

days®é6 provisions for a march. Davidson presumed that Cu
Davi dson wrot e, il find he is deter mi ned (Davidsos1r80pr i se mi
in Davidson 1951, 83)After weeks of stressful fighting, Davie became sick, but remained active. Davidson reported

his concern to Sumn¢bavidson $51,83) Davi eds subordinates Captain Joseph
patrolled Charl otteds perimeter.

On 80ctober, Sumner reported to Gates:

I am just now informed by Colo. Taylor, who is just
is reinfoiced from their outposts with Jgleces of Cannon in all & two Grab®sppers; that their
intention was to march this day, & to fix their Enc

near Salisbury(Sumner 1780 in NCSR 1896, XIV:678)
In the same message, Sumner described what he thought to be deliberate biological warfare:

A Woman who passed about d&ys ago | am apprehensive has proceeded towards Hillsborough,
from the enemy, with themaltpox. | doubt not but she has been sent on purpose to spread that
Contagion among the Troops. The Ferry man at this ford, | am informed by Doctor Pasteur &
Alexander, whom | sent to examine him, has got it. | have had him removed, & shall take such
precaution in my power to prevent the infection spreadi@gmner 1780 in NCSR 1896,

XIV:678i1 679)
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10 October 1780

On 80ctober 1780, Brigadier General William Davidson moved histé@0o ops from Phyf er 8s pl an
River on Salisbury Road, presefdy highway US29 near Lowes Motor Speed{agvidson 1780 in NCSR 1896,

XIV:677). That was 1@niles from Charlotte. Wdn newsof Kings Mountaingot to Davidson, he hurriedly wrote

Major General Jethro Sumner:

Sird | have the Pleasure of handing you very agreeable Intelligence from the West. Ferguson, the

Great Partizan, has miscarried. This we are assured of by Mr. §§arate, Brigade Major in

General Sumpterbés Brigade. The particulars from tha
Colonels Campbell, Cleveland, Shelby, Sevier, Williams, Brandon, Lacey, Etc., formed a

Conjunct Body near Gilbert Town consisting of 3@0From this Body were selected 1600 good

Horse, who immediately went in search of Colonel Ferguson, who was making his way to

Charlotted Our people overtook him well posted on Kingods
7thi nst ant at 4 @dé&ahiah akted fortty sayen mindtes, €olan¢l Ferguson fell

in the action, besides 150 of his n&n810 were made prisoner, including the British150 of

the prisoners are woundéd 1500 Stands of arms fell into our Hands. the enemy surrendered. We

lost dout 20men among whom is Major Chronicle of Lincoln County, Colonel Williams is

mortally wounded, the number of our wounded cannot be ascertained. This blow will certainly

affect the British very considerably. The designs of our conquering Friends megr&is Mo unt ai n

not certainly known, it is most probable that they will secure their prisoners in or over the

Mountains and proceed toward Charld@iteThe Brigade Major who gives us this was in action.

The above is true. The Blow is great and | give youulmn the OccasiorfDavidson 1780 in

Davidson 1951, 86)

Davidsonds | etter was forwarded from Sumner to Gates,
Congress in Philadelphia. It wg@ublished in newspapers across the country.

In Charlotte, British Lieutenant John Money recorded the first intimation of the results of Kings Mountain. On
100ct ober 1780, he wr ot\eehavea r réparj ddergusdndbemyg soutalandlkils ¢ ., 0 A

(Money 1780 in CPS 2010, Il:228Allison 2009 2011)Nonet hel ess, Cornwal l i s was not
predicament. Having a few days earlier sentanomerFer guson t o ma (Cortwallisa@780Rm mour 6 s F
CPS 2010,1:163) Cornwal l i s sent Tarletonb6s British Legion and

confirmed the defeat. Tattn later wrote:

On the 10th [October], Earl Cornwallis gave orders to Lieuteoaloinel Tarleton, to march with

the light infantry, the British legion, and a three pounder, to assist Major Ferguson, no certain

intelligence having arrived of his defedt was rumoured with great confidence by the Americans

in the neigbourhood of Charlotte town, and the probability of the circumstance gave weight to the

report. Tarletonébés instructions directed him to rei
to draw his corps to the Catawba, if after the junction, advantage could not be obtained over the

mountaineers; or, upon the certainty of his defeat, at all events to oppose the entrance of the

victorious Americans into South Carolina : Accordingly, Tarletaarmc hed t o Smit hés ford |
be Armouré6s ford, since Smithés ford was on Broad K
he received certain information of the melancholy fate of Major Ferguson. This mortifying

intelligence was forwarded to Charlottavn [corrected errata], and the light troops crossed the

river, to give protection to the fugitives, and to attend the operations of the gifarigton 1787,

165 166).

The roads taken were probably presera y Yor k Road, highway US49, and Shopt ¢
the South Fork River confluen¢k Price 1796)Joseph Graham provided more detail that he must have learned
from resident Matthew Knox.

Onthedayhereceved t he express [from Ferguson], Cornwalli
with the bearers, who were to serve as guides, to F
crossed was Armour ds, near the mouth of the South F

somewhat difficult to find, which being represented to Colonel Tarleton, he sent for Matthew
Knox, an old man nearly seventy residing hard by, to show them the way over. They arrived at the
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ford a little before sunset; the water had risen considerafdyg $he express had passed. The old

man knew this, but said nothing about it, only giving them directions how the ford ran,. The

advance, about twenty in number, went in, but before they had gone twenty steps, they were

swimming; after much difficulty thegot out, on the same shore; some nearly drowned. They

were much enraged with Mr. Knox, threatening to dAcu
commander protected him. They repaired to a neighboring farm and encamped until morning, by

which time the river &d fallen so as to be passable, and they were about to go over when they met

t wo men who had been in the battle of Kingds Mount a
destruction of (Gahangl8xy o G@sam a%04nzas9) é

Al t hough Wil l i anfFadeld&pdggdagBy tmapt Tarl eton crossed t he
Ferry, the above evidence fherCdknwalcsardefed Fefgusondo gdoaxdteusr on g e |
where Tarleton would expect toeethim.

12 October 1780

When Cornwallis |l earned of Fergusonds defeat at Kings |
against Charlotte or the British fort at Ninety Six. Lieutenant Colonel Francis Lord Rawdon wasisecond

command and pri vy tmaking Soomafterwatds, sn@ktobdreRawdsn woote:

The inveteracy of the inhabitants in Mecklenburg County was so great that during the latter part of

our stay there we were totally ignorant of the situation of many of our posts, all our expresses

beingway | aid and many of them murderdéd on the road.
Fergusondéds misfortune but we coudd procure no intel
however, reason to fear that they might be fatal to the Ninety Six District andHeoie might

eventually extend yet farther. This consideration, added to our incertitudeoppeoation from

the northward, made Lord Cornwallis determine to pass the Catawba and put this country in a

proper state of security before he proceeded scsfary be out of reach of being called to its

assistance should circumstances requi@&awdon 1780 in CPS 2010, 11:126)

The reference to cooperation from the northward was about Major Genefal e x a n d e r soltierssvhiche 6 s 250 C
were to disembark in Portsmouth, Virginia, as a diversion in the American rear. This force did not reach Portsmouth
until220ct ober . Hi stori cal evidence reveal s ed HakKing€Eor nwal | i
Mountain not occurred on@ct ober, Cornwal l i sds army would have 1|i kel
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\ Cata. !
British and American Troop Movements,il12 October 1780

During the afternoon of 1@ctober, the British Army pulled out of Charlotte, ending itsda§ occupation

(Davidson 1780 in NCSR 1896, XIV:60@95). Graham indicatethis evacuation occurred on®ctober(Graham

1827 in Graham 1904, 27@YIcLeary, Michael, pension application 183Zparleton indicated this event occurred

on 140ctaber(Tarleton 1787, 167 Stedmar{(Stedman 1794, 224¢peated that date, as did Dafiavie 1810 in
Robinson 1976, 27However , Davidson and Sumner 6s <¢Davidsoet7Blor aneous
in NCSR 1896, XIV:691695) (Davidson1780 in Davidson 1951, 9QBpumner 1780 in NCSR 1896, XIV:693)

shown below, indicate that this event occurred during the early eveningQut@Ber. Consistent with 1Qctober is

the10:00 a.m. correspondence of Lieutenant John Money in Charlottetown to Lieutenant Colonel George Turnbull

in Camden(Money 1780 in CPS 2010, II:252Allison 2009 2011) Turnbull acknowledged the X2ctober date in

his 200ctober reply to Rawdon:

Lord Cornwallisés groom and a corporal of the Legio
for this placdCamden]d the groom arrived here next morning before day. té¢an officer

with twelve dragoons carrying Load Cornwallisdés dis
saying that it was his orders to turn every thing b
untill we shou6d hear ashiledahSugar Qreefdwinbdul 1780 The corpor

in CPS 2010, 11:257)

The corporal was likely killed where Camd€marlotte Road crossed Little Sugar CreEhat isnear presentiay
President JanseK. Polk Birthplace State Historic Siterivate Michael McLeary was probably among the
Americans who intercepted this express. In 1832, he testified:

your Declarant was also wajaine] of a small Detachment who captured an express from Lord

Cornwallis toCol. Turnbull Commander of his Majesty's forces in Camden South Carolina
(McLeary, Michael, pension application 1832)
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When the British Army evacuated Charlotte, it included many regimerfs328, Volunteers of Ireland,ral

1 Battalion of the 7%, in total over 2008oldiers. The entire entourage was about 440®iduals(Stedman 1794,

2:216 217). There were approximately 1@&gons(Davidson 1780 in NCSR 1896, XIV:678)he British marched

to AiBarnéMi $ eGr delk osv Town, on (DavelsoiRly& dn RobnsoATIsTE8)r s For d.
name in 1780 may have been P a(Gratam 18RVid Arahaml 1904, 240hisr e n a me d |
was probably near where preselaty South Tryon Street crosses Big Sugar Creegrelthe British learned they

were not on the road to CatawNation Ford. Charlotte resident William McCafferty guided the British Army. He

stated that he would find the correct road, but abandoned the British. Unwilling to backtrack, the British traveled
crosscountry during that night attempting to locate the road to Nation Ford. British soldiers became confused,

separated, and lost. Their route was could have been along ptagditigegreen Drive or Echodale Drive, and

near Waddell High School. Tarlettater wrote:

The British rear guard destroyed, or left behind, near twenty wagons, loaded with supplies for the
army, a printing press, and other stores belonging to public departments, and the knapsacks of the
light infantry and [British] legion(Tarleton 1787, 167)

In 1787, Lieutenant Roderick MacKenzie wrote in a crit.

The cause, however, was known by every individual in that army. The guide at this time employed
was a Doctor MMcCafferty], a Presbyterian fanatick from Glasgow, the ambiguity of whose

faith did not escape the discernment of the General. Under this distrust he was given in charge to a
corporal and two dragoons of Lieutenant Colonel Tarleton's corps. The Doctor was too shrewd fo
his guards, and finding that they had no suspicion of his real design, he led the army, in a dark and
rainy night, through thick woods, briars, deep ravines, marshes, and creeks scarcely fordable.

After such a progress of six hours, the General grewtiemtathe alarmed guide eluded the

vigilance of the dragoons, and escaped unobserved. Left in such a situation, any army, where not
one of the individuals which composed it knew where they were, might be well contented to come
off with a loss so triflingas that of a fewagons(MacKenzie 1787, 49)

At this ti me, Tarl eton was west of the Catawba River ali
on Bull ockdds Creek. He wr ot e:
The situation of Colonebu mpt er 6 s det achment on Bull ockds creek a

and he was adopting measures to dislodge the Americans when the expresses from the royal army
prevented his design, by requiring his instant return to the Cat§Wodeton 1787, 166L67)

Meanwhile, at Rocky River, 1files north of Charlotte, Davidson received reports of British Army movement. In
the early morning, he reported to Sumner.

Yesterday | received intelligence of a party of Bremy marching out of Charlotte towards

Bigerds ferry on Cat awb a-piece bhave wastdd tillthis morhing8 0 0, wi t h o
to have this account officially confirmed, but am not fully convinced of the truth of it yet. We have

a Report froma Man of Veracity just arrived from withinMiles of Charlotte that the Enemy

have evacuated Charlotte & that last NightaDl® Cl ock t he Rear of the Army pa
Creek5Mi | es bel ow Charl otte on the Rothdpidcwof Bi gger 6s F.
intelligence received about midnight, byf6ries who deserted in the evening, that the Enemy

were just ready to march at that time. Colo. Davie was yesterday evening in the neighbourhood of

Charlotte with a sufficient force to gallthe Enemyn  t he Rear . I cannot account
not sending me accounts, unless he is so busyly ingaged on their Rear as to nedPeattisgon

1780 in NCSR 1896, XIV:69495) (Davidson 1780 in Davidson 1951, 90)

McCafferty raced to Davidsonds camp at Rocky River
predicament(Graham 1827 in Graham 1904, 278) 7:00 a.m.Davidson sent an express report to Sumner:

, ar |

This morning Mr. McCafferty is come to me & informs me that the Rear of the Enemy left
Charlotteatd 6 Cl ock | ast Eveni ngo;, Btahrante thées wlernete kwi tfh vteh eivm |
Town, on the road to Armourdés ford. Hi s conjecture
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Western Army, as they were particular in inquiring the nearest ford on Catawba river. You will be

pleased to accept as apdlogy for my not sending a reinforcement of Horse to the forks of the

Yadkin the accounts of 9@rsemen imbodied there last Wednesday as per Express, my orders of
yesterday to Codo Brandon to imbody all the Minute
being now out with 140 Horse. | am now preparing to march to Charlotte. Mr. McCafferty is sent

with this under guard; his late conduct is to me a demonstration that he is not a friend to his

Country.(Davidson 1780 in NCSR 1896, XIV:695)

At 9:00 p.m.,Sumner relayed this report to Gates who was in Hillsborough.

About an hour ago | receivdd the inclosed Express f
from Charl otte t o@Gaawsh®RiveB eshal,Sir, fesrosstieeYdkio] river to

Morrow, or Early next morning, with all the troops at this place. (the sick and convalescents, with

great part of the baggage, | shall leave proper Officers to take charge of, &c., &c., &c.,) and

March after the enemy, so as to annoy as much as possible, preventing a general Action. Colo.

Morgan Arrived in Camp about twOck. this after Noon with his Troop&Sumner 1780 in NCSR

1896,X1V:693)

13 October 1780

Davie responded quickly by trailing the British column, but little advantage could be taken because the British

maintained a disciplined closeder formation with cavalry rearguaf@raham 1827 in Graham 1904, 27@n

13 October, Davidson marched his militiamen towards Char{Dtéeidson 1780 in NCSR 1896, XIV:788h

route, he ordered his infantrytom@ at John McKnitt Al exanderdwlryménant ati or
Davidson entered Charlot(Pavidson 1951,90) The next day, al | Davidsonds men
encamped Mniles wesi(Davidson 1951, 92)probably along Irwin Creek.

On 140ctober, Davidson reported to Sumner about events @cfdber:

Last evening | marched to Charlotte with the remainder of the cavalry, and by the latest

intelligence he enemy were on the way to Nation ford. Col. Davie is now in pursuit with all his

cavalry. The enemy seem to have gone off with an alarm, but from what cause is uncertain.

Deserters say they received accountoistotherst Monday of
that we were reinforced with 5,000. The inhabitants say they left their kettles on the fire, and

20waggons, which they left Biles from town, with a quantity of valuable loading, have fallen

into our hands. Express this moment arrived fldoh Davie informs that the main body of the

enemy lay last night 1liles from town. | propose to march downwards todBgavidson 1780 in

NCSR 1896, XIV:788)

The 11mile distance from Chibotte placedthe British camp approximately where Nations Ford Road addhse
state line and near its intersection with preskayt highway NC51. That is near where Flint Hill Baptist Church was
later organizedLater, using evidence provided by oth&saham wrote:

Finding that no advantage could be taken of tftéen British]in that manner, Davie turned to the

left, where the road enters the Indian Lands (which at that time were woods and unsettled), passed

up their left flank at a distance of thrémurths of a mile from the road (his spies viewing them at

every favorable position), and marched for four mil
and in such perfect order that it was impossible to attack them without encountering at the same

time their whole army. In the afternoon he returned to the settlements of Sugar (Gediam

1827 in Graham 1904, 272)

By tradition, while Cornwallis retreated from Charlotte, he and Tarleton allegagfiped at the home of Robert
Wilson, who was held prisoner, and encountered his wife Eleanor Wilson. The Wilsons had seven sons, the older
sons fighting with Brigadier General Thomas Sumter. Cornwallis offered to free Robert if Eleanor could persuade
him to join the British. She replied:

| have seven sons who are now or have been bearing arms; indeed, my seventh son, Zaccheus,
who is only fifteen years old, | yesterday assisted to get ready and go to join his brothers in
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Sumt er ds ar my. Noewfmyfamwily tura backtfrbnatime glsriews enterprise, |

would take these boys (pointing to three or four small sons) and would myself enlist under

Sumterds standard and show my husband and sons how
their courtry. (Graham 1904, 84)

To this, Tarleton allegedly compl ained t(GBrahem1904e Char | o1
84). Major George Hanger later wrote:

| caught the yellow fever at Charlottebourg. Tarleton was just recovering from it as | sickened.
When the army marched from that town, myself and five officers, who had the same disorder,
were put into waggons and carried with the army. They all dieckifirdt week of our march, and
were buried in the woods as the army moveddanger 1814, 408)

Three of these officers were Captain Peacocke, Captain Harfi&ndon 1780 in CPS 2010, II:12&hd Major
Fraser(Godey 1856)Allison 2009 2011) The latter could actually be Lieutenant Alexander Fraser of the
1*' Battalion 7£' Regiment who was knawto die on 1%ctober 178@Baule and Gilbert 2004, 6THoward 2011)

14 October 1780
Probably on 1%ctober, Davie reported to Sumner describing events throu@ittbber:

After | wrote toyou | hung on their flank till they arrived at the river. | found no opportunity of
skirmishing, as they marched in close order, with large flanking parties, and the old Indain fields
gave them great advantage. They discovered our trail early, and detalenge party in our rear,
whom we discovered on our return. The men having no provisions for two days, and the evening
rainy, obliged us to retregiDavie 1780 in NCSR 1896, XIV:789)

Probaly lateon140ct ober, from Charl ott e, Davidson also reporte
this afternoon, whet her @Oavassli780gn NESR 1896,XIVIF88poave not | eal
afterwards in another report, Davidson wrote:

There appears to me a high probability that the ene
the [Catawba] river, as by the best accounts the [British] legiossed last Thursday, and no

account of their return. Accounts are uniform that their wagons move with great difficulty on

account of the poverty of their teani®avidson 1780 in NCSR 189&1V:788)
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Natln Ford during high water

15 October 1780
Davidson argued that Americans should at{@&vidson 1780 in Davidson 1951, 9R) a separate letter, Davidson
notified Sumterwhavas camped west of Catawba Ri (Davidsom1951B9a)l | oc k 6 s

On 150ctober, vith theintent of supporting DavidsoiMorgan to crossd Yadkin River at Trading Ford with his
Virginiariffemen, Conti nent al l'ight i nf &Suhneryl780 ia NGER Y8865 XIV:78%9t on b s
(Davidson 1951, 92)Sumner wrote to Major General Wélh Smallwood:

Gen. Morgan crossed the [Yadkin] river this morning. The rain set in very heavy before he
effected his crossing; however, he has just got his corps over. The rain continuing, | deferred my
recrossing under it. The troops are generally verg béclothing, tents, etc., and cartridges are
exposed to the weather, as almost tHoesths are without cartridge boxéSumner 1780 in

NCSR 1896, XIV:789)

The date of thisreportiscen st ent with William Sdyompanm®s troaomal arnhiav
Salisbury on 1%ctober(Seymour 1883, 290)

On150ct ober, a Rawdon order | ocated {(RavwonBT80ih CRSIRO1I&Ar my on
[1:231) (Allison 2009 2011) Probably in the morningof16¢ct ober , T ar lcredsad thé Gatawbagi on r e
River, west to east, at Nation Fqftarleton 1787, 167)Faden 1787)He wrote:

As soon as the British Legion, and the light infantry, arrived at the Catawba ford, they were
ordered to cross the river, which they accomplished sdathe difficulty, on account of a great fall
of rain.(Tarleton 1787, 167)

This exceptionally heavy rain may be due to@reat Hurricane of 178@Whose center was moving northward off
the Carolina coagtUS National Weather Service, National Hurricane Center 199&as noted in many
contemporaneous sources in the Carolinas:

A

f Onl40ct ober, at Biggerstaffodos Plantation, Doator Uza
(Moss 2000, 77)
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1 On 150ctober, near presedtay Mor ganton, Lieutenant Anthony Al Il ai
day throughtheraid a very di s a(@llhieed?80,614) r oad. 0

T British commissary officer Charles Stedman wrote: A
(Stedman 1794, 2:224)

T Tarleton wrot e: (Tarletond7#8s 867) f al | of raino

f Oni150ct ober, MAheavy Rezdrds df thevMosaviara Salerd, Narth Catolna.

1T Davie wrote: fiheavi est r dDaviel#80ieNCSR 1886; XI\f:78F9)ow | i ved

T Colonel Phillip Tayl or (Waylari78Qin NCSRI1896, X&V:790p i n, good Go

f Sumner wrote: A r esunmer 478Q in NCSR 18@6r XIV:78% a v y 0

T Graham wrote: Al t was r &Gramam 182 ia Graham 1904a272) t he r oads

No known source, then or later, associated this rain with the Great Hurricane of 1780 probably because the
characteristic northward movement of hurricanes was not understood. Only recent recognition of the coincidence of
dates implies this association.fact, there were three major storms during October 178@Bakannda-Mar

Hurricane, 3i 7 October, theSreat Hurricane of 178010/ 20 October, ands o | a n 0 ¢ 16 210ctobernThe

latter reached Pensacola, Florida, ort®tober and was thus too lateinduce rain in the Carolinas on TEtober.

The track of the Great Hurricane of 1780 is usually shown passing near Bermud@®ctold&r(Garrison, et al.

1989, F15), yet there is some evidence that its track chialde been closer to the coast of North Americaiah

Smith made the followingdiary entry inSaint Augustine Florida:

Thursday 19tfOctober{1780] The weather as mentioned on SaturidayOctober] growing

worse, by Sunday evening it came on to Raith lslow excessive hard, and till the evening of
yesterday was a mere Gale at abouNNE. by which means the Sea came in very heavily upon

the front of the Town and raised the Tide several feet higher than common, and which ran through
some of the Lanegpuo the Second Street, above 186t from the bay.(Smith 1780 in Smith

1932, 24)

On 160ctober, Davie reported to Sumner describing events bh5l@ctober and the great vulnerability of the
British:

The enemyds baggage aragbéolealclkati rNatth eo na fftoerdn ad rmo sT h €
in rainy and my dependence alone upon the dryness of my powder, | was under the necessity of
retreating and mar chi ng apborfellow liged throughh Nobadgurt he heavi es
will fire in the corps, and the ammunition, for want of cartridge boxes, is principally lost. It will be

three or four days before | can move again. Col. Tarleton crossed the river [east to west on

10 October], two daybefore his lordship marched, with 2686agoons and 406f the infantry

mounted. The Catawba was too high Saturdayddtbber] evening for Cornwallis to cross over

or Tarleton to return. [Actually, unknown to Davie, Tarleton did return probably @cidber.]

Gen. Sumter is somewhere near on the other side in quest of Tarleton, with 2,500 men. His

lordship never was in such a podnthe river impassible in the West, and Sugar Creek in the

same condition to the Sout hweatingturmgd hitmonmyveryhi s | or ds hi
guarter, without one mouthful of provisions or forage to be gotten within several miles. | am sure

the convention of Saratoga has flew through his | or
days. A few troops would make hineny uneasy(Davie 1780 in NCSR 1896, XIV:78990)

D a v iSarétagaeference is tohe surrender dBritish Major General John Burgoyne. The content of this message
is remarkably isightful for a 24yearold who had spent days in the field. Probably or©t6ober, Colonel Philip
Taylor, whods Granville County mounted militia was ass.]|

Thereds not a man i n my rcleayanmgoodiGodslaever dawhi s ammuni t i
better opportunity to confine British progréskad we our whole force so as to make a descent on

them in six days. We suffered much for four days past during a pursuit, and afterwards in the most
powerful rainl eversavilVe t hi s moment received intelligence that
recrossed the Catawba. They adedishy, depend on iTaylor 1780 in NCSR 1896, XIV:790)
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Probably on 1October, Sumer responded to Davie:

| wish | could join you, that we might by detachments annoy the enemy more effectually. By the
retreat of Cornwallis great advantage might be made in our favor by a general action [battle], were
we near him. | am now recrossing thé&aflkin] river with all possible diligence, and shall march
forward to you without loss of time. In the mean while, by order, | dare not risk a general action
[battle] before the army makes a juncti@@umner 1780 in NCSR 1896, XIV:791)

After Tarleton crossed the Catawba River, reducing the risk on the west side, Sumter furloughed Basmen
1961, 92) British commissary officer Charles Stedman wrote:

Int hi s retreat the Kingds troops suffered much, enco
had no tents; it rained for several days without intermission; the roads were over their shoes in

water and mud. At night, when the army took up its groitrehcamped in the woods, in the most

unhealthy climate; for many days without rum. Sometimes the army had beef, and no bread; at

other times bread, and no beef. For five days it was supported upon Indian corn, which was

collected as it stood in the fielfiye ears of which were the allowance for two soldiers for twenty

four hours(Stedman 1794, 2:224)

Torrenti al rains made Nation Ford on Catawba River i mp:
vulnerabilty near the river, it backtracked to a more defensible position near a farm with provisions. The William
Faden 1787 map shows this backtracKifgden 1787)

Cornwallisbébs advance on and retreat from
William Faden 187 map segmerfFaden 1787)

Private Michael McLeary, who was with Davie, testified in his 1832 pension application:

Followed them to the old Nation Ford on the Catawba River, where the [they] encamped all night
hanged one of #ir men and left him hanging. The River being high could not &ossarched
back up the Road about #0i | e EVicLeay, Michael, pension application 1832)

The British Army may have ¢ ampaddl760 GataWhdaindian $ofG&dpyr at t 6 s P

1856)(Allison 20092011) Today, that fortds |l ocation is identified
presentday Fort Mill, South Carolina, on Bkgard RoadOr it may have camped where a crude fort was built
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