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Lord Cornwallis’s March to and
Retreat from Charlotte, 1780
— Into the “Hornet’s Nest”

Corps of Discovery Agenda and Driving Tour Itinerary,
9:00 am—4:00 pm, 21 May 2011.

Free event. Open to the public.

Print this agenda and bring it with you.
It has essential driving instructions.
Get master copy at http://elehistory.com. Click top link.

When the British Army entered Charlotte, it appeared invincible.
Only 16 days later, it was in serious distress.

Red text indicates a driving instruction or something for you to do.

Print this agenda and bring it with yoon Saturday 2May 2011 at 9:00 am. Itis a
necessary guide. You will need it for driving instructions. Byppreing this agenda,

you will help defray costs. There are no fees. Bring your own coffee, beverage, and/or

snacks. For planning purposes, we will eat lunch at approximately 12:30 pm in
uptown Charlotte.

Bring enough cash for:
A$3.50 for your roundtrip train ticket, $1.75 for seniors 62+.
Alunch

Drive to Providence Presbyterian Church, 10140 Providence Church Lane, Charlotte,

NC 28277. The meeting is in the Fellowship Hall next to the sanctuary.

If you are familiar with Charlotte roads, please volunteer to drive a carpool beginning

and ending at Providence Presbyterian Church.



Introduction

Charles Baxley: Welcome
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Why we are interested in where Revolutionary War actions occurred? We can
associate places with tough, brave people who defined our nation and civic culture. In
recent years, computer technology: desktop publishing, email, Web search, computer
mapping, etc., has aided progress. This is a report on that research.
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Four Main Roads, Five Major Events
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This tour is the story of four main roads:
AProvidence Road

ACamden Road (later South Boulevard, Polk Street, Lancaster Hwy, US521)

ANations Ford Road

ARoad to. A 3 F&riyJand destinations southwest (later US49, South Tryon Street)

And five major events:

ABritish Army advance along Camé@harlotte Road, 226 Sept 1780

AAmerican withdrawal from Providence Road;2& Sept
ABritish camp in Charlotte, 26 Sept.2 Oct
ABritish retreat along Nations Ford Road; 12 Oct

AAmerican advance to Camp New Providence on Providence Road, @8t
These will be toured in the approximate order they occurred. The tour will start and

end at Providence Presbyterian Church.
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because of the large number of commentators and the limited time. Each topic will
be described in Bninutes or less, and to the extent possible, will stay on the subject
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21 October 1780. Commentators come from different research backgrounds. So,
expect a variety of views. We are all here to learn. You will witness history being

developed.



Commentators

Charles Baxley: lawyer, founder Southern Campaigns of the American Revolution (SCAR),
cbbaxley@truvista.net

DavidReuwer: lawyer, dounder SCAR, publisher Magazine of American Revolution
Association, david@americanrevolutionassociation.com

John Allison: financial investment management, historical archeologist,
john@allinvmgt.com

George Slaton: Presbyterian minister, geoslaton@gmail.com
Nathan Gilbert: member Providence Presbyterian Church, nwgilbert@earthlink.net

Jim Williams: computer company executive, historgnactor, past president _
Mecklenburg Historical Association, organizer, james.h.williams@mindspring.com

Bill Anderson: software developer, American Revolution higtuapper,
band@elehistory.com

Tom Phlegar: colonel, US Army, past president Mecklenburg SAR, btphlegar@aol.com
Larry Barden, biology professor, UAIGCharlotte, larry@lbarden.com

Hugh Dussek: history professor, Central Piedmont Community College,
hugh.dussek@cpcc.edu

Tony Zeiss: Presider@entral Piedmont Community College, Trail of History, historical
author, Tony.Zeiss@cpcc.edu

Dan Nance: local historical artisinance4@carolina.rr.com



Providence Presbyterian Church

George Slaton: Character of Scetash Presbyterians settlers.
Nathan Gilbert: History of Providence Presbyterian Church

Organized 1767. One of seven Presbyterian churches in Mecklenburg County.
Members were Scotchish. Reverend William Richardson, uncle of Colonel William
Richardson Davie. Davie, Colonel of NC Western District militia cavalrymen. Recent
graduate of Nassau College. Equipped soldiers using his inheritance.



Key British Commanders:
Cornwallis, Rawdon, Tarleton, Hanger

Lieutenant General Charles Earl Cornwall@mmander of British forces in the
southernprovinces. Painted by Thomas Gainsborough, 1783, National Portrait
Gallery, London.

LieutenantColonel Francis LoiR&lawdon Commander of Volunteers of Ireland
Regiment. Dispatched to attack Sumter af 3 F-8riyXnaCatawba River. Painteg
Hugh Douglas Hamilton, 1801

Lieutenant ColondBanastreTarleton. Commandeof British LegionReputation of
brutality. Dispatched from Charlotte to rescue Ferguson, but toa |IR&nted by
John Raphael Smith and Joshua Reynolds,.1782

Major GeorgeHangerCommanded British Legion during Battle of Charlotte,
26 September 1780. Contracted yellow fever while in Charl®tentedby Thomas
Beach, about 1782.




Key American Commanders: Gates, Sumner,
Davidson, Polk, Davie, Graham, Dickson, Sumter

Major General Horatio Gates. Commander of Continental Army Southern Department. Defeated at Battle of
Camden on 18wugust 1780. Reorganized army from Hillsborough, NC. Painted by GNdldes Peale, 1782.

Major GeneralethroSumner. Former commander of NC 3rd Continental Army Regiment. At this time,
commander of all North Carolina Militia, although marched with Hillsborough District Militia.

Colonel Thomas Polk. Former commander of NC 4th Continental Army Regiment. At this time, Commissary Officer
of Continental Army Southern Department. House used as headquarters by Cornwallis, Gates, and Greene.
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Brigadier General William Lee Davidson. A Continental Army lieutenant colonel. While on leave, volunteered

service to Brigadier General Griffith Rutherford, commander of Western (Salisbury) District militia. Wounded |
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Davidson was assigned command and promoted to brigadier general on 31 August 1780. Killed at Cowan Ford on

1 February 1781. Buried at Hopewell Presbyterian Church, Mecklenburg County, NC. A cross street in uptown

Charlotte is named for him.

Colonel William Richardson Davie. Was made commander of all NC militia cavalry in early September 1780. Both
he and Davidson were subordinates of Sumner, but operated independently. Equipped cavalrymen with his
inheritance. One of the original UNC Trustees. Selected site of Chapel Hill. Federalist. NC Governor. Special envoy
to France to resolvXYZ AffairBuried at Old Waxhaw Presbyterian Church R&@d Davie epitaptPainted by
JohnVanderLynn Paris, France, 1800.

Captain Joseph Graham. Commander of Mecklenburg County militia cavalry, under Davie. Patrolled British

advance on Charlotte. Battle of Charlotte. Wounded and left for dead at Cross Roads. Recovered and fought at
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developed local iron industry. Became major general during War of 1812. BuléachpelahPresbyterian

Church, Lincoln County. Son William Alexander Graham was US Senator, NC Governor, US Secretary of Navy, Whig
Party candidate for US Vice President. A cross street in uptown Charlotte is named for him. Artist unknown, about

1805.

al22NJ W2ASLIK 5A01a2y® /2YYIYRSNI 2F [AyO2fy [ 2dzyie YAft;
Colonel Thomas Sumter. Commander of South Carolina state troops. Former commander of SC 6th Continental

Army Regiment. At this time, he commanded mostly South Carolina refugees and cooperated with North
Carolinian militia units. US Congressman. Diegtaneburg SC. Painted by Rembrandt Peale, 1796.


http://elehistory.com/amrev/WilliamRichardsonDavieEpitaph.pdf

Interactive Web Map

CharleBaxley: British southern states strategy. General situation of southern states
in 1780. Fall o€harlestownBattle of Camden on 1&ugust. Occupation of South
Carolina

Jim Williams: Purpose and creation of NC Board of War. Colonel Thomas Polk
appointed but did not participate

Bill Anderson: NC Board of War appointed Davidson command of Western (Salisbury)
District militia. He was promoted to militia brigadier general. NC remained resolved
against British Army. Davidson took command of Mecklenburg and Rowan County
militiamen atMcAlpineCreek. At the same tim®avie was appointed commandef
Western District cavalry,50 strong.
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day Andrew Jackson State Park.



